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Hughes County Conservation District 
Board presented $1000.00 scholarship 

certificate to this year’s scholarship. 

FSA News3

Michael Merriman, 
son of Judy and 
Paul Merriman.

Policy to picking up Tree Orders                                
Due to the Coronavirus (COVIS-19) Hughes Co. 
Conservation District wants to keep the customer/
employees safe. So, to do that the Hughes Co. 
Conservation is going to be following the following 
guidelines. 
HCCD will call all customers to schedule a time to pick 
up their trees. If the customer is unable to make that 
appointment or if they are running behind to pick up their 
trees at the scheduled time, please call HCCD at (605) 
280-6715 to let us know so we can reschedule a time or 
move things around. Each person will be allowed only 
one rescheduled pickup time. 
Customers can prepay for their trees to make the pickup 
faster, and safer for the customers. A receipt will be 
given when the trees are picked up. If prepaid a crew 

member will be available to deliver trees directly to your 
vehicle without any contact liability to yourselves, you 
can stay inside your vehicle.
If customers would like to purchase extra trees, they 
will need to let the person scheduling the pickup time 
know what they are looking for. If HCCD has any extra 
trees of the kind that the customer is looking for they 
will be added to the order and added to the payment.
We ask that unless it is vitally important, all customers 
should remain in their vehicles. Only one customer at a 
time will be allowed into the building. We ask that you 
stay 6 feet away from other individuals during this time.
All employees will be wearing gloves, masks always, 
and hand sanitizer will be available.

Hughes County Conservation District like to 
congratulate Michael Merriman on the scholarship.   
Hughes County Conservation District feels honored 
to be able to assist Michael in furthering his 
education and watch Michael create a successful 
career assisting South Dakotans on conserving 
their natural resources. 

Michael plans on attending Lake Area Technical 
Institute in Watertown for a degree in Agri-Business. 
He has always taken interest in agriculture and 
growing up around it has really made him want 

to pursue a career in 
the field. He wants 
to help people be as 
productive as possible 
and help feed the 
world. After graduation 
he plans on moving 
back to Pierre, SD and 
work in an agriculture 
related field. 

Due to the Corona-virus  Hughes County Conservation District is temporarily using Hughes.
stanleycds.gmail.com as our email address. Check out the Hughes County Conservation 

District facebook page and website at Hughesconservation.org.

Soil Compaction and Ruts4 - 6
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

 Dr. Jim Wolf
 Dr. Jeff Ehrenfried
 Dr. Heather Osnes
 Dr. Amanda Specaels

Here at Hughes County Conservation District we 
have temporarily moved out of our offices within 

the USDA Farm services center and have relocated 
our office at our warehouse located at 1830 N 

Table St. in Pierre. Our email address has changed 
also due to this move temporarily to Hughes.

stanleycds@gmail.com please use this email for the 
time being to contact either Doug Or Triniti. 
You may also reach us on our Phones Doug 

(605)280-3021 or Triniti (605)280-6715.
Also, we have rolled out our new website, check it 

out at Hughesconservation.org 
Thank You and be Safe.
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Farm Service Agency - Conservation Reserve 
Program 

Image Here

Administration
FSA administers CRP while technical support functions 
are provided by:
• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS);
• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance

Continuous Enrollment
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive 
land devoted to certain conservation practices can be 
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically 
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do 
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments 
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers 
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive 
bidding during specific periods.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under 
a CRP contract that expires September 30, then the 
effective start date of the new CRP contract must be the 
following October 1.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP, then 
the producer may choose to defer the effective start date of 
the new CRP contract for up to six months after the offer 
is approved. 

Overview
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is  
accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Signup. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a 
voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural 
land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving 
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, improve the 
water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment 
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

The Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized 
CRP. The program is also governed by regulations 
published in 7 CFR, part 1410. The program is 
implemented by FSA on behalf of USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation. To offer land for continuous 
enrollment, producers should contact their local 
FSA office.

Benefits
CRP protects millions of acres of American topsoil from 
erosion and is designed to safeguard the nation’s natural 
resources. By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, 
CRP protects groundwater and helps improve the condition 
of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams. The vegetative covers 
also make CRP a major contributor to increased wildlife 
populations in many parts of the country.

FACT SHEET
December 2019

Conservation Reserve Program – 
Continuous Enrollment Period

1

USDA SERVICE CENTERS OPEN FOR 
BUSINESS BY PHONE APPOINTMENT 
ONLY
U.S. Department of Agriculture Service Centers are 
encouraging visitors to take precautionary measures to 
help prevent the spread of coronavirus. The Hughes-
Stanley USDA Service Center will continue to be open 
for business by phone appointment only and field work 
will continue with appropriate social distancing. While 
our program delivery staff will continue to come into the 
office, they will be working with our producers by phone, 
and using online tools whenever possible. All Service 
Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the Farm 
Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
Rural Development, or any other Service Center agency 
are required to call to schedule a phone appointment.   

Farm Service Agency: (605) 224-8870 extension 2

Natural Resources Conservation Serv.: (605) 224-8870 ext. 3

Rural Development: (605) 224-8870 extension 4

Employees may also be contacted by email at the 
following email address: 

Farm Service Agency:
            Todd Fuoss – todd.fuoss@usda.gov
            Mindy Kirkpatrick – mindy.kirkpatrick@usda.gov
            Leanne Hoffman – leanne.hoffman@usda.gov
            Jolene Nelson – Jolene.nelson@usda.gov
            Jared Schumacher – jared.schumacher@usda.gov
            Chad Alexander – chad.alexander@usda.gov
            Brian Stewart – brian.stewart@usda.gov

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
            Christy Jons – Christy.jons@usda.gov
            April Boltjes – april.boltjes@usda.gov
            Trevis Olson – trevis.olson@usda.gov 

Rural Development:
            sdpierre-rd@usda.gov

Online services are available to customers with an eAuth 
account, which provides access to the farmers.gov portal 
where producers can view USDA farm loan information 
and payments and view and track certain USDA program 
applications and payments. Online NRCS services are 
available to customers through the Conservation Client 
Gateway. Customers can track payments, report completed 
practices, request conservation assistance, and electronically 
sign documents. Customers who do not already have an 
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in. 

For the most current updates on available services and 
Service Center status visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

USDA Launches New Conservation Pilot Program for 
Prairie Pothole Producers to Plant Cover Crops

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) today announced a new pilot program 
that enables farmers in Prairie Pothole states to receive 
payments for planting cover crops on their land for three 
to five years. The new Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Soil Health and Income Protection Program 
(SHIPP) pilot is available to producers in Iowa, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota. The signup 
for this pilot starts March 30, 2020 and ends August 21or 
until the 50,000 acre cap is met.

Through SHIPP, producers have the option of three-, four- 
or five-year CRP contracts to establish cover crops on less 
productive cropland in exchange for payments. This pilot 
enables producers to plant cover crops that, among other 
benefits, will improve soil health and water quality while 
having the option to harvest, hay and graze during certain 
times of the year. Up to 50,000 acres can be enrolled.

Cover crops, whether used in a single crop rotation or 
over multiple years, can improve the productivity of soils 
and soil health on a farm for generations and increase 
the bottom line for the farmer. Soil health, or soil quality, 
by definition, is the capacity of soil to function as a vital 
living ecosystem that sustains plants, animals and humans.

The SHIPP pilot is the latest option in a full suite of 
opportunities available to producers through CRP and 
other conservation programs offered by USDA. Farmers 
and ranchers are encouraged to talk to their FSA county 
office soon about whether this pilot fits their operation 
or consider another longer-term option such as the CRP 
General signup that ends February 28 or CRP Continuous 
signup that is ongoing.

For more information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp and 
contact your local office. To find your local USDA Service 
Center office, visit https://www.farmers.gov/service-
locator.
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Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Compaction Reaction: Soil Compaction and Ruts 
following a Wet Harvest

Aaron L.M. Daigh

Assistant Professor of Soil Physics, ND State University

Search for more papers by this author: Anthony Bly

Soils Field Specialist, SD State University Extension

Abstract

In 2019, crop producers faced major difficulties during 
field operations in the North Central and upper Midwest 
regions due to excessive precipitation. Many areas had 
delayed planting in the spring followed by saturated soils 
and ponding at harvest. This article provides some brief 
notes and tips on what you can expect when operating 
in excessively wet conditions and recommendations for 
minimizing or remediating soil compaction. Earn 1 CEU 
in Soil & Water Management by reading the article and 
taking the quiz at www.certifiedcropadviser.org/education/
classroom/classes/803.

In 2019, crop producers faced major difficulties during 
field operations in the North Central and upper Midwest 
regions due to excessive precipitation. Many areas had 
delayed planting in the spring followed by saturated soils 
and ponding at harvest. Fieldwork on these excessively 
wet soils damages soil structure, aggregation, and soil 
health by creating ruts, subsoil compaction, and smearing 
of topsoils. The damage sets up poor conditions for not 
only the following crop, but for the next several crops. The 
difficult choices producers must make, during critical times 
when field operations are important, will either minimize 
damage to soils or exacerbate them.

The following article provides some brief notes and tips 
on what you can expect when operating in excessively 
wet conditions and recommendations for minimizing or 
remediating soil compaction.

What to Expect When Operating on Excessively Wet 
Soils

The soil’s shear strength decreases with wet conditions. 
This is due to soil particles being more able to slide past 
each other in the presence of water. High water contents 
limit the soil suction (i.e., a cohesive force that pulls 
particles together) and friction between soil particles.

Although severe soil compaction occurs when soils are 
saturated, the maximum degree of compaction actually 
occurs when the soil is just below the state of saturation 
(e.g., when 85% of pore spaces are filled with water). 
This is due to water being incompressible and not able 
to move out of the way fast enough during field traffic. 
A small amount of air space gives room for soil particles 
to move into while the soil strength is still quite close its 
weakest state. Field operations during such conditions 
will cause soils to fail, compact, and form ruts.

Combine ruts after soybean harvest. Source: Anthony Bly.

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532  

605-223-9762
AmericanBankTrust.net
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Fields that endured substantial rutting during the fall 
harvest will have subsoil compaction. The depth of ruts 
is a poor indicator of how deep and wide the compacted 
zone spread through the ground. However, if ruts occurred, 
then there will be some level of serious compaction in the 
subsoil. Subsoil compaction damages the soil’s ability to 
drain and limits how much of the old root zone will be 
proliferated by the next crop.
A 6‐inch rut made from high axel loads and over‐inflated 
tires can cause twice as much underlying soil compaction as 
a 6‐inch rut made from the same equipment with properly 
adjusted tire pressures. Deep compaction from ruts extends 
both vertically and horizontally under the tires. As soil 
compaction pushes deeper, the affected zone becomes 
wider.
Deep compaction will reduce crop yields 15%, on average, 
during the following two to three cropping seasons. 
Somewhat lower crop losses will be noticeable during 
and after the fourth crop year or until the compaction is 
remediated.

For producers who were able to harvest before the fall’s 
wet conditions or after soils froze (i.e., fields that did not 
have ruts and wheel‐track compaction), and are looking 
to perform some level of tillage to manage crop residues, 
caution should be used to avoid tillage compaction and 
smearing by waiting for soils to dry. If it is too wet to plant, 
then it is also too wet to till. Tilling soil when it’s too wet 
will result in soil smearing and crop yield reductions as well 
as lost time and extra costs from performing the tillage.
Filling in ruts when soils are still wet will cause further 
damage. This happens for two reasons. First, the traffic 
will cause additional deep compaction unless operators 
drive in the existing ruts. Secondly, the tillage implement 
used to fill the ruts will cause soil smearing both vertically 
along the discs/shanks and horizontally along the bottom 
edge of the tillage depth. These smeared zones destroy soil 
aggregation and cause very poor soil physical conditions, 
thus reducing beneficial drainage and adequate crop root 
growth. A smeared topsoil further adds insult to injury for 
soils with deep compaction.
The winter freeze will only help alleviate compaction in 
the top few inches. Freeze‐thaw cycles can break up some 
compaction; however, several dozens of these cycles 
are required. Soils in the North Central region typically 
experience only one or two cycles below a 6‐inch depth 

each winter. Additionally, soil moisture must be very high 
(>85% of all pores filled with water) before freezing will 
do anything to help alleviate compaction. If the soil dries 
prior to freezing, the effect of freezing and thawing on soil 
compaction alleviation is greatly reduced
The platy nature of the soil structure of these compacted 
soils is not ideal for water and air movement. Source: 
NDSU Soil Health.
Recommendations for Producers and Consultants
Wait for soils to dry before filling in ruts or performing 
tillage. Field operations on wet and rutted fields will further 
reduce next year’s yields. This may result in considering 
alternative practices for next year’s crop. That may include 
reducing or eliminating tillage passes, adjusting planters 
for high‐residue no‐till seed placement, or changing crop 
choices for next year.
Areas that received early snow cover that persisted 
throughout the winter will result in shallower soil frost 
depths compared with areas that were uncovered for a 

substantial period after freezing. This could result 
in some areas within fields that may still be prone 
to compaction and ruts during late winter and early 
spring harvest. The soil frost depths in many areas 
of the North Central and upper Midwest regions 
were only about 1 ft deep as of the end of January 
2020. Frost depths will become shallower as they 
thin from the bottom side due to the warmer soil 
temperatures at deeper depths. Some producers 
who continued harvesting on snow‐covered fields 
in January and February were dealing with stuck 
combines in areas where the frost has already gone 
out.

The shallow frost depths will allow for fields to thaw and 
start draining earlier this spring as compared with many 
of the previous years when the region was mostly frozen 
to deeper depths. However, the amount and frequency of 
the spring rains may prevent soil drying and delay planting 
activities this year. Wet spring conditions, especially for 
fields that have crops over wintering, will likely result in 
considerable amounts of preventative plant acres for 2020. 
Getting preventative plant acres planted with cover crops 
will be of interest to many farmers throughout the entire 
North Central and Midwest region. Plant roots are very 
important in soil aggregate and structure formation that 
helps alleviate compaction.
Wait until dry soil conditions in the spring to fill in and level 
ruts. Use a tillage implement adjusted to a depth that is 
shallower than the ruts. Take two or more passes with an 
implement and just fill them in and level off to make the 
soil surface trafficable and for planters to obtain consistent 
seed placement. Deep ruts may need to have a shallow 
tillage pass followed by time for more drying before a 
deeper (but not deeper than the original rut) tillage pass 
can be done. Do not till or work up field areas that do not 
have ruts. Driving in the old ruts while filling and leveling 
will avoid additional deep compaction, if this is possible.
Let deep compaction naturally begin to be remediated by 
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soil drying and cracking next summer. Many soils naturally 
crack during the dry summer months. This cracking can 
help alleviate soil compaction several feet below the 
soil surface and is much more effective than freeze‐thaw 
cycles or mechanical methods. The shrinking and swelling 
process of many clay soils is the most effective way to 
alleviate soil compaction.
Attempts to mechanically alleviate deep soil compaction 
with ripping are unreliable with oftentimes poor or 
detrimental results to both the soil and the following 
crop. Globally, deep ripping only benefits crop yields 
approximately 25% of the time while more often having 
no (50%) or negative (25%) effects on the following crop 
yields. In rare instances when there are positive impacts 
on crops, it is because there was a distinct soil compaction 
layer where the shanks could extend under and the 
producer waited until soils were dry enough to minimize 
smearing. However, even these rare benefits of deep 
ripping, when done under optimal conditions, tend to be 
minimal if the subsequent crop receives adequate rain (i.e., 
no drought stress) and producers make sure to optimize 
their soil’s fertility. Caution should always be given when 
deep ripping since producers cannot see the soil depths 
they are ripping and therefore cannot readily confirm if it 
is or is not smearing, compacting, and further breaking 
down soil structure.

Fieldwork on excessively wet soils damages soil structure, 
aggregation, and soil health by creating ruts, subsoil 
compaction, and smearing of topsoils. Source: Flickr/Nik 
Stanbridge.
Control traffic lanes that minimize the soil area impacted 
by wheel traffic. Minimize unneeded passes throughout 
the field season. Eliminating a tillage pass is a good 
option, especially if the tillage is done to help dry out 
wet soils. If it is too wet to plant, then it is too wet to till 
without causing smearing. Additionally, tractors pulling 
tillage implements on wet soils may be causing ruts and 
subsoil compaction immediately before the tillage. Spring 
tillage should be eliminated as a means to dry soils. Tillage 
can increase soil evaporation temporarily. However, tillage 
cannot adequately dry soil if there is a drainage issue on 
poorly drained soils that may need subsurface drainage.

If producers avoid operations on wet field conditions, 
and those wet conditions persist up to near the time 
of planting, then they will need to consider methods 
for seeding into high‐crop‐residue conditions. This is 

a great opportunity for producers to get to know their 
planters better. A properly adjusted planter can handle 
high amounts of crop residue very well and can result 
in good crop stands. Make sure the planter row units 
function property and down pressure is adjusted, set 
and check that row cleaners are clearing the rows well 
without creating valleys, and make sure disc openers are 
not dull and that the closing wheels are doing their job 
of getting good seed‐to‐soil contact. For the best results, 
these adjustments should be done when entering each 
new field.

If it is too wet to 
plant, then it is too 
wet to till without 
causing smearing. 
Tractors pulling 
tillage implements 
o n  w e t  s o i l s 
may be causing 
ruts and subsoil 
c o m p a c t i o n 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
before the tillage. Adjust tire pressures or use tracks to 
distribute more of the load over more soil surface area, 
and most importantly, be patient. Let fields dry as much 
as possible before entering for field operations. If tire 
pressures are set for driving on the roads, then they are 
automatically too high and overinflated for driving in the 
fields. Tire pressures for road conditions will be close 
to 45 psi. Proper inflation for field activities is typically 
about one‐fourth to one‐third of that for road conditions. 
Auto‐inflation systems are available for some vehicles 
to conveniently adjust tire pressures in a timely manner. 
When using tracks, take caution to avoid slippage, which 
can cause smearing to topsoil.

Stay off excessively wet fields and give the soil adequate 
time to dry. This will be the best method to maintain crop 
yields for the following two or three years. Producers who 
were able to avoid making ruts and compaction this past 
fall should prioritize avoiding compaction this spring on 
wet grounds. This would mean eliminating tillage as a tool 
for residue management and learning how to properly 
adjust planters for high‐residue seeding conditions. For 
producers who endured ruts and compaction this fall, focus 
on filling in the ruts to get a trafficable and flat seed bed, 
and then direct‐seed into those fields. Any mechanical 
method to alleviate the soil compaction will only make 
the soil weaker and limit its ability to drain. Let the natural 
processes that form soil aggregation and structure take 
care of the soil compaction.

Each additional root system, cycle of wetting and drying, 
and freezing and thawing will help build soil aggregation 
and structure. Soil aggregation and structure is the only 
way to simultaneously develop a strong and firm soil that 
does not rut and maintains adequate drainage. Therefore, 
practicing patience will be key in remediating weak soils 
that have subsoil compaction.

Photo by Tim Scrivener/Agriphoto.com.
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FOOD STUDY

The Greater Oahe Action League, a chapter of 
Dakota Rural Action, is conducting a study of 
the central South Dakota foodshed, and would 
like your input. Your feedback will help GOAL 
determine the lay of the land for local food 
production in central South Dakota. It will help 
GOAL work with producers, consumers, retailers, 

local governments, and local organizations to 
find more (and better) ways support the local 
economy through greater access to local food for 
consumers, and greater access to local markets 
for producers. Your participation in the survey is 
essential!

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person who:
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

AmericanBankTrust.net

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOALProducer
 

GOAL Website: http://greateroaheactionleague.org/local-foodshed-study/
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Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.

Page 2      Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Gaylord Norman, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Carson Carlisle, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Lowell Noeske, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
Matt McPherson, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Mike Larson, Hughes County District Manager
Shelly O’Daniel, Offi  ce Manager

DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
Jeff Johnson

132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Pierre, SD 57501
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GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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Cases of Equine Herpesvirus (EHV) 
have been identified across the 
United States. It is imperative that 
horse owners recognize the clinical 
signs of EHV, understand how it 
was transmitted, and especially 
how to prevent the disease.

EHV is a virus that appears in horse 
populations around the nation. 
Two strains of the virus, EHV-1 and 
EHV-4, account for the majority of 
EHV infections. EHV is easily spread among horses through 
close contact. The disease generally manifests itself through 
three syndromes (signs) including respiratory infection 
(“rhinopneumonitis”), abortion, and neurological disease.

Clinical Signs

•        Respiratory infection. Signs may be mild or unapparent 
in horses that have been vaccinated. It is often seen in 
younger horses such as weanlings and its symptoms 
are fever, nasal discharge, cough, and swelling of 
lymph nodes. This syndrome is caused by EHV-4, 
and is commonly followed by a secondary bacterial 
infection.

•     Abortion. Infection with EHV-1 is associated with late 
term abortion (7-11 months of gestation). In rare 
occasions exposed mares may give birth to a live foal. 
However, the foals are often weak have secondary 
bacterial infections and usually only live a few days.

•         Neurological disease. This syndrome is caused by 
EHV-1. Symptoms include incoordination, lameness, 
loss of tail and bladder function and paralysis 
depending on which part of the nervous system is 
affected.

Diagnosis

•  Diagnosis can be difficult and time sensitive. If you 
suspect EHV it is important to enlist the help of your 
veterinarian. Generally nasal swabs or blood samples 
may be collected to test for the virus.

Treatment and Outcome

•  In most cases treatment of is 
supportive, meaning you treat symptoms 
as they arise. Unfortunately the disease 
can progress to the point where 
euthanasia is the only option.

Prevention

•   Vaccinations for both EHV-1 and 
EHV-4 are available; however, they 
do not prevent the neurological signs 
associated with EHV. Initial vaccination 

of foals begins at 3-4 months of age with a booster 4-8 
weeks later. Subsequent boosters are recommended 
every 3-6 months to maintain an adequate level of 
protection. Your local veterinarian should be able 
to help you determine which EHV vaccines to select 
and how often to vaccinate based on the specific 
risk factors for your horse. Horses that are frequently 
traveling and coming into contact with other horses 
should likely receive boosters every 90 days. Pregnant 
mares should be vaccinated with an EHV vaccine that 
is labeled for prevention of equine abortion at 3, 5, 
7, and 9 months of gestation.

•   Additional management practices can help limit the 
risk of EHV on your property. When you have a new 
horse arrive adhere to a strict 3-4 week isolation 
period. If during this time no signs of illness arise 
in the new horse it may be introduced to your herd. 
Try to only attend events where health certification 
and vaccination requirements are enforced. Finally, 
cleanliness and disinfection of trailers, water buckets 
and other equipment will help prevent the spread of 
EHV and other communicable diseases.

More Information

For more information on EHV, please contact Russ Daly 
(Professor, SDSU Extension Veterinarian, State Public Health 
Veterinarian). To report a case of EHV in South Dakota, please 
contact Dr. Dustin Oedekoven (State Veterinarian).

Grass Tetany: When to prepare
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Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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DOUGLAS.BOES@SD.NACDNET.NET CHELSEA.FISCHER@SD.NACDNET.NET

Machine Tree Planting - $4.95 Rod/Row Machine Application - $11.55 Rod/Row
($.30/foot ) includes trees and planting ($.70/foot ) includes fabric and application
* $200 Minimum Charge * $200 Minimum Charge

4' x300' roll of fabric - $80.00
$2.25 per Bareroot tree 6' x 750' roll of fabric - $215.00
$45.00 per bundle of 25 4' x 4' Squares - $4.00
$4.00 per  stryroplug tree Staples - $.20 each
$18.00 per 1.5 gallon pot 4' Tubes  -  $4.00
$10.00 per Tall bareroot tree
$50.00+ per 5-7' Fruit tree bareroot $75.00/Hour
We will search out special items for you. $100 Minimum Charge
* Must be paid in full at time of pickup

$50.00/Hr< 10 Acres  + Chemical and Surfactant charges

$4.00 per Plug $10.00/Acre > 10 Acres + Chemical and Surfactant charges

$16.00 per 1 gallon pot **Per Ounce Chemical and Surfactant charges are 
calculated at markup % 

***$100 Minimum Charge

DRILL PRICES HUGHES CO.

4 HR RENTAL 8 HRO RENTAL 24HR RENTAL
KASCO DRILL / $140.00 $185.00 $200.00
 /  TRAILER

$75.00 Per Hour with a $150.00 minimum charge. WATER

43,560 Square Ft = Acre 16.5 ft = Rod Row WAGON

Tree Fabric

Mowing / Spraying *plus chemical charge*

PICKUP MOUNTED SPRAYING 
Grasses/Perennials/Flowers

6' ROTOTILLING: 

 4' NO-TILL DRILL or WATER WAGON 

 Grass Seeding - No-Till Drills
*M INIM UM  CHARGE = $300*

Hughes County Conservation Districts
Contact : Doug Boes @ 605-280-3021 or Chelsea Fischer @ 605-301-3401

$75/HR $250.00 $300.00

HERE TO SERVE YOU!

Hand Plant Trees (Bare Roots)

Tree Planting (Tractor/Planter/Operator)

HUGHES COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT!  
WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU, OUR CUSTOMER!  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Contact:  H.C.C.D. MANAGER - Douglas Boes @ Mobile # 605-280-3021 or H.C.C.D. Secretary Triniti Sowards @ Office # 605-301-3401 
                          (Douglas.Boes@SD.NACDNET.NET)                                                        (Triniti.Sowards@USDA.GOV) 

*ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.* 

$120.00 Per Hour with a $240.00 minimum charge.  
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Conservation Tree Watering 
Doug Boes H.C.C.D. Manager 

Tree watering is a key part of tree care and it is difficult to recommend an exact amount due to the varieties of climates. But a few guidelines will help you to water your trees properly. 

 Watering Newly Planted Trees: For new trees, water immediately after you plant a tree. 

 Watering Trees During First Two Years: During the first couple growing seasons, your newly planted tree is expending a lot of energy trying to get its roots established in the soil. 
Especially during the first few summers of your new tree’s life, it will have a difficult time dealing with heat and drought. You can make this easier by providing water and covering 
the soil with either fabric or wood-chip mulch. Deep watering can help speed the root establishment. Deep water consists of keeping the soil moist to a depth that includes all the 
roots. 

 Cedars, Junipers and other conifers: These varieties, if chosen correctly for your soil conditions will normally do exceptionally well but will require extra care in ensuring that the 
tree has enough moisture on a continuous basis. Normally when planted these varieties have numerous leave scales already present on the primary trunk. These leave scales 
although creating an appearance of a very nice sapling can harm the tree during phases of excessive or prolonged heat. The leave scales will continuously transpire moisture 
away from the tree into the environment. Hardwood trees when planted as saplings most times are not affected by this since very few leaf scales have developed on the primary 
trunk of the tree. Ensuring that these conifer trees have consistent watering will drastically improve survivability.  

 How Much Water and When: Not enough water is harmful for the tree but too much water is bad as well. Over-watering is a common tree care mistake. Please note that moist is 
different than soggy, and you can judge this by feel. A damp soil that dries for a short period will allow adequate oxygen to permeate the soil. 

As general rule, your soil should be moist. Usually 30 seconds with a steady stream of water from a garden hose w/ a diffuser nozzle per tree seedling is sufficient. Fabric is key in 
retaining moisture in the soil. 

You can check soil moisture by using a garden trowel and inserting it into the ground to a depth of 2", and then move the blade of the trowel back and forth to create a small narrow 
trench. Then use your finger to touch the soil. If it is moist to the touch, then they do not need water. 

After your tree has been established in your yard for two years the roots will be established. This will allow your tree to withstand a wider range of water conditions including on its own 
because it has a proper root structure. 
* https://www.arborday.org/trees/tips/watering.cfm,  
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 Watering Newly Planted Trees: For new trees, water immediately after you plant a tree. 

 Watering Trees During First Two Years: During the first couple growing seasons, your newly planted tree is expending a lot of energy trying to get its roots established in the soil. 
Especially during the first few summers of your new tree’s life, it will have a difficult time dealing with heat and drought. You can make this easier by providing water and covering 
the soil with either fabric or wood-chip mulch. Deep watering can help speed the root establishment. Deep water consists of keeping the soil moist to a depth that includes all the 
roots. 

 Cedars, Junipers and other conifers: These varieties, if chosen correctly for your soil conditions will normally do exceptionally well but will require extra care in ensuring that the 
tree has enough moisture on a continuous basis. Normally when planted these varieties have numerous leave scales already present on the primary trunk. These leave scales 
although creating an appearance of a very nice sapling can harm the tree during phases of excessive or prolonged heat. The leave scales will continuously transpire moisture 
away from the tree into the environment. Hardwood trees when planted as saplings most times are not affected by this since very few leaf scales have developed on the primary 
trunk of the tree. Ensuring that these conifer trees have consistent watering will drastically improve survivability.  

 How Much Water and When: Not enough water is harmful for the tree but too much water is bad as well. Over-watering is a common tree care mistake. Please note that moist is 
different than soggy, and you can judge this by feel. A damp soil that dries for a short period will allow adequate oxygen to permeate the soil. 

As general rule, your soil should be moist. Usually 30 seconds with a steady stream of water from a garden hose w/ a diffuser nozzle per tree seedling is sufficient. Fabric is key in 
retaining moisture in the soil. 

You can check soil moisture by using a garden trowel and inserting it into the ground to a depth of 2", and then move the blade of the trowel back and forth to create a small narrow 
trench. Then use your finger to touch the soil. If it is moist to the touch, then they do not need water. 

After your tree has been established in your yard for two years the roots will be established. This will allow your tree to withstand a wider range of water conditions including on its own 
because it has a proper root structure. 
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       Hughes and Stanley County Conservation Districts will each be looking for 
dependable and reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric 
applications this spring.  Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine 
planters, fabric machine applicators and general laborers.  Training is provided.  
Overtime and bonus’ are available.   
        Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office 
located at 1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103, Pierre, SD. or at the Pierre area Career 
Center. 
 

Please feel free to call the following numbers for the respective Districts. 
 

 

605-301-3401 Triniti, (Office)                      605-220-1840 Mary beth, (Office) 

605-280-3021 Doug, (Manager)                      605-220-2854 Matt, (Manager) 

 

                                                                                                                                                        
Contact Mary Beth Fravel 220-1840      Contact Matt Stoeser 220-2854

Tree Planting tractor/planter/operator
machine $.20/ft plus cost of trees
$250 minimum charge

Hand Plant trees
$2.25 per tree
$45 per bundle of 25
$4.00 styroplug tree
$16 per #300 pot $18 per #400 pot
Can special order many items see
brochure. All items must be paid when 
ordered! No returns

Mowing
Rental $300 per day $200 to deliver
SCCD mowing $15 per acre $200 site
fee + minimum charge $250

Spraying by SCCD
$10 per acre plus $200 site fee
chemical not included

Tree Fabric
$.70 per ft for application and fabric
site fee $200 + minimum charge $250
4’ x 300 roll $80     Staples $.20 ea
6’ x 750’ roll $220

Stanley County Conservation District
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FROM SPRAYING TO DRILLING AND 
FERTALIZING. WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH 

ANYTHING YOU MAY NEED FROM A 4’ DRILL 
THAT YOU CAN RENT AND PULL WITH A UTV 

TO THE FULL FLEDGED TRACTOR/OPERATOR 
AND 15” NOTILL DRILLS GIVE US A CALL!  605-

224-1694 Ext. 3

WE ALSO NOW HAVE 
AVAILABLE A 4’ FABRIC 
LAYING MACHINE, THAT 
YOU CAN LEASE FOR 
$50 PER DAY WHEN 

PURCHASING OUR 4” 
FABRIC…..

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532  

605-223-9762
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.
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PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Gaylord Norman, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Carson Carlisle, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Lowell Noeske, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
Matt McPherson, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Mike Larson, Hughes County District Manager
Shelly O’Daniel, Offi  ce Manager

DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
Jeff Johnson

132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678

LET US HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR FOODPLOT NEEDS, 

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

Proven the #1 most tested, #1 most 
effective, and #1 longest lasting animal 
repellents you can buy. Plantskydd offers 
superior plant protection against: Deer, Elk, Moose, 
Rabbit, Hares, Voles, Squirrels, Chipmunks, 
Mountain Beaver, Nutria, Opossum and other 
herbivores.

Plantskydd works by emitting an odor that animals 
associate with predator activity. Research has 

proven that odor-based repellents (Plantskydd) are more effective than other repellent systems; where the animal needs 
to taste treated plants before being repelled. Animals avoid plants before they bite—not after!

Its long-term effectiveness is attributable to the tenacity of its 100% natural, vegetable oil binder in sticking to plants — 
even under severe snow/rainfall conditions: up to 6 months over winter, 3-4 months in summer.

Is Plantskydd safe to use?
Yes! Made in the U.S.A. Pronounced: plant-skid, it contains no synthetic additives, is non-toxic, and is not harmful to 
animals or the environment. Plantskydd is Swedish  for ‘plant-protection,’ where it was first developed to protect its vast 
tree plantations from browsing by deer, rabbits and moose—while also adhering  to its strict environmental laws. It is 
equally effective protecting ornamentals, shrubs, and food crops.

Can I use Plantskydd on my vegetable garden?
Yes! Plantskydd is safe for use in protecting vegetables, legumes, fruit and other food crops from animal browse damage

OMRI listed ORGANIC
Plantskydd—the first animal repellent OMRI Listed by the Organic Materials Review Institute as suitable for use in the 
production of organic food and is USDA approved for organic gardening.

Why does Plantskydd work so well?
“Plantskydd repels by emitting an odor browsing animals associate with predator activity—stimulating a fear-based response 
that will have garden feeders looking for somewhere else to dine.

Research* has proven odor based repellents are more effective than other repellent systems. Animals avoid plants before 
they bite—not after!

Will Plantskydd® work in areas with heavy rainfall / snow?
Plantskydd repellents are long lasting, even in wet weather. Plantskydd will last up to 6 months on dormant plants 
overwinter, and 3-4 months during the active growing season.

Contact us to get your Plantskydd today or if you have questions.
605-224-1694 Ext. 3
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6’ Rototiller Service – We now offer rototilling to our 
customers at a charge of $75/ Hr. with a $150 
minimum charge.  

 

                                                                                                                                                      
1000 Gal. water tank available to lease to our 
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 4’ Kasko No-Till Drill available to lease to our                           
………………………………………………………………………………..customers at Half-Day or Full-Day rates. 

RENTAL SERVICES

Contact: 
Doug Boes 280-3021

DOUGLAS.BOES@SD.NACNET.NET

Renee Ryckman @ 224-1694 Ext 3
Renee.Ryckman@SD.NACDNET.NET
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customers at a charge of $75/ Hr. with a $150 
Minimum charge. 
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RENTAL SERVICES

Contact: 
Doug Boes 280-3021

DOUGLAS.BOES@SD.NACNET.NET

Renee Ryckman @ 224-1694 Ext 3
Renee.Ryckman@SD.NACDNET.NET
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FOOD STUDY

The Greater Oahe Action League, a chapter of 
Dakota Rural Action, is conducting a study of 
the central South Dakota foodshed, and would 
like your input. Your feedback will help GOAL 
determine the lay of the land for local food 
production in central South Dakota. It will help 
GOAL work with producers, consumers, retailers, 

local governments, and local organizations to 
find more (and better) ways support the local 
economy through greater access to local food for 
consumers, and greater access to local markets 
for producers. Your participation in the survey is 
essential!

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person who:
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

AmericanBankTrust.net

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOALProducer
 

GOAL Website: http://greateroaheactionleague.org/local-foodshed-study/
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.
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DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
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132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678
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Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678

Triniti Sowards @ (605) 301-3401 
Triniti.Sowards@usda.gov

6’ Rototiller Service - We now
offer rototilling to our customers

at a charge of $120/ Hr. with a $240 
minimum charge.

ELDERBERRY PIE

INGREDIENTS
4 cups elderberries
1 1⁄4 cups sugar
6 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1⁄2 teaspoon cinnamon
2 tablespoons butter
pastry for a double-crust 9-inch pie

Directions
Combine berries, sugar, flour, and 
     lemon juice in a medium sauce pan.
Heat mixture until it just starts to boil, 
     stirring occasionally.
Remove from heat and let cool for 15 minutes.
Preheat oven to 425 degrees Fahrenheit.
Spread bottom crust in a 9-inch pie pan.
Spread berry mixture in pie shell.
Sprinkle cinnamon on top.
Dot butter on top.
Put top crust on and seal edges.
Poke several vent holes in top crust.

READY IN: 1hr                                                                                                                                              
SERVES: 8
UNITS: US
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ELDERBERRY DUMPLINGS

INGREDIENTS
BERRY MIXTURE  - DUMPLING MIXTURE
2 cups berries                                                                                               
3⁄4 cup flour, sifted
3⁄4 cup sugar                                                                                                   
1 1⁄2 teaspoons baking powder
1 tablespoon flour                                                                                      
1⁄2 teaspoon cinnamon
2 tablespoons lemon juice                                                                      
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
3⁄4 cup water                                                                                                   
1⁄4 cup sugar                                                                                                                
1⁄4 cup lemon peel, grated                                                                                                                   
1⁄4 cup milk                                                   
1 egg         

Directions
Combine all the berry mixture ingredients, 
heat them gently and keep them warm while 
you make the dumplings.
Make the dumplings: Add the other dry 
ingredients to the sifted and measured flour.
Mix the milk and the egg in a small bowl and 
stir them into the flour combination until the 
dough is just blended.
Now pour the hot berry mixture into a 
casserole and drop in small spoonsful of the 
dumpling batter.
Bake the dish at 400*F for 25 to 30 minutes 
until the pastry balls are lightly browned. 
Serve the dessert warm with cream or vanilla 
ice cream.

READY IN: 40mins                                                                                                                                           
 SERVES: 6-8
UNITS: US


