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Preplanning Leaves a legacy for the Korkow Families.
Jim, Don & Ken Korkow

Jim, Don & Ken Korkow

In the late 1990’s Ken Korkow started “scabbing trees” into 
some of the pasture grounds around the Korkow ranch. 
Ken’s initial intent was to assist the wildlife within their area. 
In the early 2000’s the three brothers Jim, Don and Ken 
discussed their plans, and how to use natural resources 
to help benefit wildlife. In 2002 the three brothers, with 
the help of their local NRCS D.C. Lowell Noeske started 
the ball rolling on their plans. That year Ken bought four 
firetrucks, three of these held about 1500 gallons of 
water each, they mounted two boat seats on three of the 
trucks along with a piping and hosing system. In 2003 
and 2004 the Korkow’s planted over 125 acres into trees 
which consisted of 57,000 trees, and they have continually 
planted trees annually ever since. The brothers hired day 
labors to sit on the back of the trucks and water their 
shelterbelts by driving between two rows and watering 
each side. Don said that the day labors that did most of 
the watering were women and that they were extremely 
competent and dependable. Jim did a lot of the driving 
in the fourth truck that held upwards of 2000-gallons of 
water in order to keep the other three trucks moving. Jim 
would get water from a dam, or from the creek. The only 
time that watering would pause was during lunch. They 

would start early in the morning to have the trucks ready 
by the time their workers showed up for the day. 

Don says that the one thing that he would have changed 
from when they started planting trees up until today, is 
how they dealt with weed pressure around the trees. 
Don says that the brothers have found that using Preen 
Weed Preventer around the holes in the fabric prevents 
weeds from growing around the trees, which is a lot less 
labor intensive then crawling on their hands and knees 
pulling weeds. Ken at one point noticed that some of 
the trees were beginning to be girdled by the fabric and 
so he started deciphering the issue, including holding a 
workshop open to the public with the help of the Hughes 
County Conservation District. The Brothers made sure that 
they watered the trees continually for the first 3 years. They 
mow around the trees, and spray chemicals between the 
rows to reduce weed pressure in order to keep the soil 
moisture. They purchase a lot of Preen for their trees and 
have day laborers or family members put preen around 
every tree. When they plant their trees, they employ 
these four steps: Hughes County Conservation District 
plants the trees and installs fabric, Korkow’s repack the 
dirt around the trees, water them and then place preen 
around the trees.  

 				         Continued on page 3     
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Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jerry Pier, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Mitch Norman, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
AJ Stoeser, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist
Kerry Kelly, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Mary Beth Fravel, SCCD Office Manager
Matt Stoeser, SCCD Field Manager
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

 Dr. Jim Wolf
 Dr. Jeff Ehrenfried
 Dr. Heather Osnes
 Dr. Amanda Specaels

AmericanBankTrust.net
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Although the three brothers have traveled different routes, Jim with rodeo, Don with banking and Ken sharing Christianity 

to those who are injured in battle and beyond, they each are all very knowledgeable & passionate about conservation and wildlife. 
The brothers will tell you that their dad was an avid hunter and outdoorsman. They have come to realize that if they are wanting to 
hunt or provide hunting opportunities for others, they need to help create healthy habitat for the wildlife which includes 
shelterbelts, grass plantings and food plots. After years of successful habitat initiatives in 2008 two of the brothers started charging 
for pheasant hunting to assist with the costs associated with habitat preservation.  
 

Although payed hunting is a part of Jim and Don’s operations, all of the brothers retain private “safe spot” sanctuaries for 
wildlife on which they do not hunt. The Korkow brothers have planted numerous grass species over the years including intermediate 
and pubescent wheat, switch grass, alfalfa, and tall wheat along with planting pollinator plots which benefit bees and butterflies, 
helps rebuild the soil and helps supply more habitat and nesting patches, as well as maintains a food source for small wildlife. The 
Korkow brothers are always looking for new ways to help maintain and improve their habitat every year. The brothers only allow 
hunting in each area every fifth day to allow the wildlife to resettle and rest.  

 
Pre-planning is the most important thing to do before tackling any project, including leaving a legacy to future Korkow 

generations and their community, of the importance of protecting the natural resources within your area and under your control.  
 

When Don was asked the question, “What do you think your dad would say if he were here today?” Don told us that his 
father would probably say “You kids have taken a lot of good crop ground out of production for this habitat”, and also “it looks like a 
pretty good spot for some birds, let’s go shoot some.” 
 

Let all of us work toward the Korkow Brothers statement and together we can PRE PLAN for a legacy of saving our 
Natural Resources, that we can all be proud to leave to future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the most important things about pre-planning is 
getting all the necessary equipment and materials and 
lining up employees before the tree planting ever begins. 
This year the brothers already have the employees lined 
up and the chemicals ordered for the 2020 tree plantings 
consisting of approximately 18 acres and an additional 
6000 trees. 

Although the three brothers have traveled different 
routes, Jim with rodeo, Don with banking and Ken sharing 
Christianity to those who are injured in battle and beyond, 
they each are all very knowledgeable & passionate about 
conservation and wildlife. The brothers will tell you that 
their dad was an avid hunter and outdoorsman. They 
have come to realize that if they are wanting to hunt or 
provide hunting opportunities for others, they need to 
help create healthy habitat for the wildlife which includes 
shelterbelts, grass plantings and food plots. After years of 
successful habitat initiatives in 2008 two of the brothers 
started charging for pheasant hunting to assist with the 
costs associated with habitat preservation. 

Although payed hunting is a part of Jim and Don’s 
operations, all of the brothers retain private “safe spot” 
sanctuaries for wildlife on which they do not hunt. The 
Korkow brothers have planted numerous grass species 
over the years including intermediate and pubescent 
wheat, switch grass, alfalfa, and tall wheat along with 
planting pollinator plots which benefit bees and butterflies, 
helps rebuild the soil and helps supply more habitat and 
nesting patches, as well as maintains a food source for 
small wildlife. The Korkow brothers are always looking for 
new ways to help maintain and improve their habitat every 
year. The brothers only allow hunting in each area every 
fifth day to allow the wildlife to resettle and rest. 

Pre-planning is the most important thing to do before 
tackling any project, including leaving a legacy to 
future Korkow generations and their community, of the 
importance of protecting the natural resources within your 
area and under your control. 

When Don was asked the question, “What do you think 
your dad would say if he were here today?” Don told us 
that his father would probably say “You kids have taken 
a lot of good crop ground out of production for this 
habitat”, and also “it looks like a pretty good spot for 
some birds, let’s go shoot some.”

Let all of us work toward the Korkow Brothers statement 
and together we can PRE PLAN for a legacy of saving our 
Natural Resources, that we can all be proud to leave to 
future generations.

 Applications can either be picked up at our office or any of the high schools within 
Hughes County, they also may be emailed, or mailed to any prospective applicant

upon request.  

Hughes County 
Conservation District

Scholarships Totaling $3000
(Up to Three $1,000 

Scholarships

 Applications can either be picked up at our office or any of the high schools within 
Hughes County, they also may be emailed, or mailed to any prospective applicant

upon request.  

Please welcome our two new employees.
Triniti Sowards (left picture) is our new 
Administrative Secretary and Christy 

Jons (right picture) is our new NRCS Soil 
Conservation Technician.
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Farm Service Agency - Conservation Reserve 
Program -  54th General Enrollment Period

Dec. 9th 2019 - through Feb. 28th 2020

Image Here

Administration
FSA administers CRP while technical support functions 
are provided by:
• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS);
• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance

Continuous Enrollment
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive 
land devoted to certain conservation practices can be 
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically 
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do 
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments 
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers 
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive 
bidding during specific periods.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under 
a CRP contract that expires September 30, then the 
effective start date of the new CRP contract must be the 
following October 1.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP, then 
the producer may choose to defer the effective start date of 
the new CRP contract for up to six months after the offer 
is approved. 

Overview
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is  
accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Signup. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a 
voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural 
land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving 
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, improve the 
water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment 
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

The Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized 
CRP. The program is also governed by regulations 
published in 7 CFR, part 1410. The program is 
implemented by FSA on behalf of USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation. To offer land for continuous 
enrollment, producers should contact their local 
FSA office.

Benefits
CRP protects millions of acres of American topsoil from 
erosion and is designed to safeguard the nation’s natural 
resources. By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, 
CRP protects groundwater and helps improve the condition 
of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams. The vegetative covers 
also make CRP a major contributor to increased wildlife 
populations in many parts of the country.

FACT SHEET
December 2019

Conservation Reserve Program – 
Continuous Enrollment Period

1

OVERVIEW
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will conduct a 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general enrollment 
from Dec. 9, 2019, through Feb. 28, 2020.

CRP is a federally-funded voluntary program that contracts 
with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive agricultural land is not farmed or ranched, but 
instead devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants 
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, 
such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop 
wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants with 
rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years. Accepted contracts 
for the 54th CRP enrollment period will become effective 
Oct. 1, 2020. 

CRP is authorized by the Food Security Act of 1985 and 
was reauthorized by the Agricultural Improvement Act of 
2018 (the 2018 Farm Bill). FSA administers CRP, while other 
USDA agencies and partners provide technical support. 
Additional information on CRP is available in the FSA fact 
sheet, “Conservation Reserve Program.”

SUBMITTING CRP OFFERS
Land that is not currently enrolled in CRP may be offered 
for enrollment during the 54th CRP general enrollment 
period. In addition, CRP producers whose CRP contracts 
expired on Sept.30, 2017, Sept. 30, 2018, Sept. 30, 
2019 or are expiring on Sept. 30, 2020, including acres 
expiring from certain State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement 
(SAFE) practices and the Highly Erodible Lands Initiative 
(HELI) contracts may submit offers. To submit CRP offers, 
producers must visit their local FSA office. FSA will accept 
offers only during the enrollment period.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
To be eligible for CRP enrollment, a producer must have 
owned or operated the land for at least 12 months prior 
to the end of this CRP enrollment period, unless:

• The new owner acquired the land due to the 
previous owner’s death;

• The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised a timely right of 
redemption in accordance with state law or;

• The circumstance of the acquisition presents 
adequate assurance to FSA that the new owner 
did not acquire the land for the purpose of placing 
it in CRP.

WHAT LAND IS ELIGIBLE?
To be eligible for the CRP general enrollment period, 
land must be cropland (including field margins) that 
is planted, or considered planted, to an agricultural 
commodity four of the six crop years from 2012 to 2017, 
and be physically and legally capable of being planted 
(no planting restrictions due to an easement or other 
legally binding instrument) in a normal manner to an 
agricultural commodity. Alfalfa or other multiyear grasses 
and legumes grown in a rotation not to exceed 12 years 
may also be eligible.

ADDITIONAL CROPLAND REQUIREMENTS
In addition to the eligible land requirements for the CRP 
general enrollment period, cropland must meet one of 
the following criteria:

• Have a weighted average erosion index of eight or 
higher;

• Be expiring CRP acres or;

• Be located in a national or state CRP conservation 
priority area.

CRP PAYMENTS
general enrollment with annual rental payments and cost 
share assistance.

• Rental Payments: In return for establishing long-term, 
resource-conserving covers, FSA provides rental 
payments to participants. FSA bases rental rates 
on the relative productivity of the soils within each 
county and the average dryland cash rent subject to 
a statutory 85 percent proration. County office staff 
working with the producer will calculate the maximum 
CRP rental rate for each offer prior to enrollment. 
Producers may offer land below the rate to increase 
the likelihood that their offer will be accepted.

• Cost-Share Assistance: FSA provides cost-share 
assistance to participants who establish approved 
cover on eligible cropland. The cost-share assistance 
cannot exceed 50 percent of the participant’s costs 
to establish approved practices.

RANKING CRP OFFERS
FSA will rank offers for the CRP general enrollment period 
according to the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). FSA 
collects data (primarily based on location, soils information 
and selected conservation practice) and determines the 
environmental indices for the land offered.
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Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Farm Service Agency - CRP Continuous Enrollment 
Period Fact Sheet - Dec. 2019

FSA ranks each eligible offer in comparison to all other 
offers and selects from that ranking. After the enrollment 
period ends, the Secretary of Agriculture will decide where 
to make the EBI cutoff. Those who have met previous 
EBI thresholds are not guaranteed a contract under this 
enrollment period. Producers may consult with local FSA 
and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) staff on how 
to maximize EBI points and increase the likelihood that 
their offer will be accepted. 

More information on EBI for the 54th CRP enrollment period 
is available by reading the FSA fact sheet, “Conservation 
Reserve Program Enrollment 54, Environmental Benefits 
Index.”

CRP CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT
In addition to the CRP general enrollment period, 
producers at any time can participate in CRP continuous 
enrollment period, in which producers can enroll the most 
environmentally sensitive land. More information on CRP 
continuous enrollment is available in the FSA fact sheet, 
“Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Sign-Up”.
MORE INFORMATION
This fact sheet is for informational purposes; other 
conditions may apply. Consult your local FSA office for 
details. For more information, contact your local service 
center and USDA Farm Service Agency office: farmers. 
gov/service-locator.

Image Here

Administration
FSA administers CRP while technical support functions 
are provided by:
• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS);
• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance

Continuous Enrollment
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive 
land devoted to certain conservation practices can be 
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically 
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do 
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments 
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers 
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive 
bidding during specific periods.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under 
a CRP contract that expires September 30, then the 
effective start date of the new CRP contract must be the 
following October 1.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP, then 
the producer may choose to defer the effective start date of 
the new CRP contract for up to six months after the offer 
is approved. 

Overview
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is  
accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Signup. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a 
voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural 
land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving 
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, improve the 
water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment 
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

The Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized 
CRP. The program is also governed by regulations 
published in 7 CFR, part 1410. The program is 
implemented by FSA on behalf of USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation. To offer land for continuous 
enrollment, producers should contact their local 
FSA office.

Benefits
CRP protects millions of acres of American topsoil from 
erosion and is designed to safeguard the nation’s natural 
resources. By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, 
CRP protects groundwater and helps improve the condition 
of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams. The vegetative covers 
also make CRP a major contributor to increased wildlife 
populations in many parts of the country.

FACT SHEET
December 2019

Conservation Reserve Program – 
Continuous Enrollment Period
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Benefits of CRP protects millions of acres of American 
topsoil from erosion and is designed to safeguard the 
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sedimentation, CRP protects groundwater and helps 
improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams. 
The vegetative covers also make CRP a major contributor to 
increased wildlife  populations in many parts of the country.
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FSA administers CRP while technical support functions  
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• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance

CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT
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land devoted to certain conservation practices can be  
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically  
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain  
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do 
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments 
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers  
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive  
bidding during specific periods.
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The Hughes County Conservation District will be 
sponsoring up to 10 youth registration fees, allowing 
them to participate in this awesome opportunity.  If 
you would like to sign your child up or if you would 

like more information. 

Please contact Triniti with the HUGHES COUNTY 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT (605) 301-3401 

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532  

605-223-9762

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 
A producer must have owned or operated the land for at  
least 12 months prior to submitting the offer, unless:

• The new owner acquired the land due to the previous 
owner’s death;

• The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure 
where the owner exercised a timely right of redemption 
in accordance with state law; or

• The circumstances of the acquisition present adequate 
assurance to FSA that the new owner did not acquire 
theland for the purpose of placing it in CRP.

ELIGIBLE LAND
Land must be cropland that is planted or considered  
planted to an agricultural commodity four of the six crop  
years from 2012 to 2017 and is physically and legally  
capable of being planted (no planting restrictions due  
to an easement or other legally binding instrument) in  
a normal manner to an agricultural commodity. Certain  
marginal pasture land that may be devoted to riparian  
buffers, wildlife habitat buffers, or wetland buffers is  also 
eligible.

ELIGIBLE PRACTICES
Land must be eligible and suitable for any of the  following 
conservation practices:

• Grass Waterway
• Shallow Water Area for Wildlife
• Contour Grass Strip
• Filter Strip
• Riparian Buffer
• Denitrifying Bioreactor on Filter Strip & Riparian Buffer
• Saturated Filter Strip and Riparian Buffer
• Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds
• Wetland & Buffer SAFE Practices
• Wetland Restoration on Floodplain & Non-floodplain
• Prairie Strips
• Windbreaks, Shelter belts and Living Snow Fences
• Marginal Pasture land Wetland Buffer and Wildlife 

Habitat Buffers
• Long Leaf Pine Establishment
• Duck Nesting Habitat
• Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands
• Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP)

	 Constructed Wetland
• FWP Aquaculture Wetland Restoration
• FWP Flooded Prairie Wetland
• Farmable Wetlands and Farmable Wetland Buffer
• Wellhead Protection Area Practices

PAYMENTS
Under CRP continuous sign-up, FSA provides eligible  
participants with annual rental payments and cost-share  
assistance.  A Sign-up Incentive Payment of 32.5 percent 
of the first full year annual rental payment is paid at 
contract approval on all newly enrolled Continuous CRP 
contract  acreage. A Practice Incentive Payment of 5 
percent is  paid for installing the practice.

Annual Rental Payments
• In return for establishing long-term, resource- 

conserving  covers, FSA provides annual rental 
payments at 90 percent of the existing rate to 
eligible CRP continuous participants based on per 
acre cropland and marginal pasture land rental rates 
determined by FSA.

• The per-acre annual rental rate may not exceed the  
calculated rate or $300/acre. Producers may elect to  
receive a rental rate amount less than the maximum  
payment rate.

Cost-Share Assistance

Cost-share of up to 50 percent of the reimbursable cost 
of installing the practice is provided by FSA. Cost-share 
assistance is not available for any management activity.

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about FSA and its programs, visit 
fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA office. 
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FOOD STUDY

The Greater Oahe Action League, a chapter of 
Dakota Rural Action, is conducting a study of 
the central South Dakota foodshed, and would 
like your input. Your feedback will help GOAL 
determine the lay of the land for local food 
production in central South Dakota. It will help 
GOAL work with producers, consumers, retailers, 

local governments, and local organizations to 
find more (and better) ways support the local 
economy through greater access to local food for 
consumers, and greater access to local markets 
for producers. Your participation in the survey is 
essential!

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person who:
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

AmericanBankTrust.net

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOALProducer
 

GOAL Website: http://greateroaheactionleague.org/local-foodshed-study/
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Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.
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PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Gaylord Norman, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Carson Carlisle, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Lowell Noeske, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
Matt McPherson, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Mike Larson, Hughes County District Manager
Shelly O’Daniel, Offi  ce Manager

DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
Jeff Johnson

132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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Cases of Equine Herpesvirus (EHV) 
have been identified across the 
United States. It is imperative that 
horse owners recognize the clinical 
signs of EHV, understand how it 
was transmitted, and especially 
how to prevent the disease.

EHV is a virus that appears in horse 
populations around the nation. 
Two strains of the virus, EHV-1 and 
EHV-4, account for the majority of 
EHV infections. EHV is easily spread among horses through 
close contact. The disease generally manifests itself through 
three syndromes (signs) including respiratory infection 
(“rhinopneumonitis”), abortion, and neurological disease.

Clinical Signs

•        Respiratory infection. Signs may be mild or unapparent 
in horses that have been vaccinated. It is often seen in 
younger horses such as weanlings and its symptoms 
are fever, nasal discharge, cough, and swelling of 
lymph nodes. This syndrome is caused by EHV-4, 
and is commonly followed by a secondary bacterial 
infection.

•     Abortion. Infection with EHV-1 is associated with late 
term abortion (7-11 months of gestation). In rare 
occasions exposed mares may give birth to a live foal. 
However, the foals are often weak have secondary 
bacterial infections and usually only live a few days.

•         Neurological disease. This syndrome is caused by 
EHV-1. Symptoms include incoordination, lameness, 
loss of tail and bladder function and paralysis 
depending on which part of the nervous system is 
affected.

Diagnosis

•  Diagnosis can be difficult and time sensitive. If you 
suspect EHV it is important to enlist the help of your 
veterinarian. Generally nasal swabs or blood samples 
may be collected to test for the virus.

Treatment and Outcome

•  In most cases treatment of is 
supportive, meaning you treat symptoms 
as they arise. Unfortunately the disease 
can progress to the point where 
euthanasia is the only option.

Prevention

•   Vaccinations for both EHV-1 and 
EHV-4 are available; however, they 
do not prevent the neurological signs 
associated with EHV. Initial vaccination 

of foals begins at 3-4 months of age with a booster 4-8 
weeks later. Subsequent boosters are recommended 
every 3-6 months to maintain an adequate level of 
protection. Your local veterinarian should be able 
to help you determine which EHV vaccines to select 
and how often to vaccinate based on the specific 
risk factors for your horse. Horses that are frequently 
traveling and coming into contact with other horses 
should likely receive boosters every 90 days. Pregnant 
mares should be vaccinated with an EHV vaccine that 
is labeled for prevention of equine abortion at 3, 5, 
7, and 9 months of gestation.

•   Additional management practices can help limit the 
risk of EHV on your property. When you have a new 
horse arrive adhere to a strict 3-4 week isolation 
period. If during this time no signs of illness arise 
in the new horse it may be introduced to your herd. 
Try to only attend events where health certification 
and vaccination requirements are enforced. Finally, 
cleanliness and disinfection of trailers, water buckets 
and other equipment will help prevent the spread of 
EHV and other communicable diseases.

More Information

For more information on EHV, please contact Russ Daly 
(Professor, SDSU Extension Veterinarian, State Public Health 
Veterinarian). To report a case of EHV in South Dakota, please 
contact Dr. Dustin Oedekoven (State Veterinarian).

Grass Tetany: When to prepare
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Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
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USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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       Hughes and Stanley County Conservation Districts will each be looking for 
dependable and reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric 
applications this spring.  Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine 
planters, fabric machine applicators and general laborers.  Training is provided.  
Overtime and bonus’ are available.   
        Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office 
located at 1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103, Pierre, SD. or at the Pierre area Career 
Center. 
 

Please feel free to call the following numbers for the respective Districts. 
 

 

605-301-3401 Triniti, (Office)                      605-220-1840 Mary beth, (Office) 

605-280-3021 Doug, (Manager)                      605-220-2854 Matt, (Manager) 
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