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Preplanning Leaves a legacy for the korkow Families.
Jim, Don & Kken Korkow

Jim, Don & Ken Korkow

In the late 1990's Ken Korkow started “scabbing trees” into
some of the pasture grounds around the Korkow ranch.
Ken'sinitial intent was to assist the wildlife within their area.
In the early 2000's the three brothers Jim, Don and Ken
discussed their plans, and how to use natural resources
to help benefit wildlife. In 2002 the three brothers, with
the help of their local NRCS D.C. Lowell Noeske started
the ball rolling on their plans. That year Ken bought four
firetrucks, three of these held about 1500 gallons of
water each, they mounted two boat seats on three of the
trucks along with a piping and hosing system. In 2003
and 2004 the Korkow’s planted over 125 acres into trees
which consisted of 57,000 trees, and they have continually
planted trees annually ever since. The brothers hired day
labors to sit on the back of the trucks and water their
shelterbelts by driving between two rows and watering
each side. Don said that the day labors that did most of
the watering were women and that they were extremely
competent and dependable. Jim did a lot of the driving
in the fourth truck that held upwards of 2000-gallons of
water in order to keep the other three trucks moving. Jim
would get water from a dam, or from the creek. The only
time that watering would pause was during lunch. They
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would start early in the morning to have the trucks ready
by the time their workers showed up for the day.

Don says that the one thing that he would have changed
from when they started planting trees up until today, is
how they dealt with weed pressure around the trees.
Don says that the brothers have found that using Preen
Weed Preventer around the holes in the fabric prevents
weeds from growing around the trees, which is a lot less
labor intensive then crawling on their hands and knees
pulling weeds. Ken at one point noticed that some of
the trees were beginning to be girdled by the fabric and
so he started deciphering the issue, including holding a
workshop open to the public with the help of the Hughes
County Conservation District. The Brothers made sure that
they watered the trees continually for the first 3 years. They
mow around the trees, and spray chemicals between the
rows to reduce weed pressure in order to keep the soil
moisture. They purchase a lot of Preen for their trees and
have day laborers or family members put preen around
every tree. When they plant their trees, they employ
these four steps: Hughes County Conservation District
plants the trees and installs fabric, Korkow's repack the
dirt around the trees, water them and then place preen
around the trees.

Continued on page 3
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Stop At
Don’s Sinclair for:

* Full Service Gas @ no Extra $
* Touchless Car Wash

* 20-Minute Quick Lube
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One of the most important things about pre-planning is
getting all the necessary equipment and materials and
lining up employees before the tree planting ever begins.
This year the brothers already have the employees lined
up and the chemicals ordered for the 2020 tree plantings
consisting of approximately 18 acres and an addlitional
6000 trees.

Although the three brothers have traveled different
routes, Jim with rodeo, Don with banking and Ken sharing
Christianity to those who are injured in battle and beyond,
they each are all very knowledgeable & passionate about
conservation and wildlife. The brothers will tell you that
their dad was an avid hunter and outdoorsman. They
have come to realize that if they are wanting to hunt or
provide hunting opportunities for others, they need to
help create healthy habitat for the wildlife which includes
shelterbelts, grass plantings and food plots. After years of
successful habitat initiatives in 2008 two of the brothers
started charging for pheasant hunting to assist with the
costs associated with habitat preservation.

Although payed hunting is a part of Jim and Don’s
operations, all of the brothers retain private “safe spot”
sanctuaries for wildlife on which they do not hunt. The
Korkow brothers have planted numerous grass species
over the years including intermediate and pubescent
wheat, switch grass, alfalfa, and tall wheat along with
planting pollinator plots which benefit bees and butterflies,
helps rebuild the soil and helps supply more habitat and
nesting patches, as well as maintains a food source for
small wildlife. The Korkow brothers are always looking for
new ways to help maintain and improve their habitat every
year. The brothers only allow hunting in each area every
fifth day to allow the wildlife to resettle and rest.

Pre-planning is the most important thing to do before
tackling any project, including leaving a legacy to
future Korkow generations and their community, of the
importance of protecting the natural resources within your
area and under your control.

When Don was asked the question, “What do you think
your dad would say if he were here today?” Don told us
that his father would probably say “You kids have taken
a lot of good crop ground out of production for this
habitat”, and also “it looks like a pretty good spot for
some birds, let's go shoot some.”

Let all of us work toward the Korkow Brothers statement
and together we can PRE PLAN for a legacy of saving our
Natural Resources, that we can all be proud to leave to
future generations.

Hughes County
Conservation District

(Up to Three $1,000
Scholarships

Scholarships will provide for formal instruction in any accredited university, college,
technical school or other recognized program preparing young people for careers.
Eligibility is limited to young men and women who are residents of Hughes County and
attending a university or technical school for an agriculture related degree in the fall
of 2020.

Applications can either be picked up at our office or any of the high schools within
Hughes County, they also may be emailed, or mailed to any prospective applicant
upon request.

Scholarships Totaling $3000

Please welcome our two new employees.
Triniti Sowards (left picture) is our new
Administrative Secretary and Christy
Jons (right picture) is our new NRCS Soil
Conservation Technician.
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Farm Service Agency - Conservation Reserve
Program - 54th General Enroliment Period
Dec. 9th 2019 - through Feb. 28th 2020

OVERVIEW

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will conduct a
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general enrollment
from Dec. 9, 2019, through Feb. 28, 2020.

CRP is a federally-funded voluntary program that contracts
with agricultural producers so that environmentally
sensitive agricultural land is not farmed or ranched, but
instead devoted to conservation benefits. CRP participants
establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species,
such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop
wildlife habitat. In return, FSA provides participants with
rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract
duration is between 10 and 15 years. Accepted contracts
for the 54th CRP enrollment period will become effective
Oct. 1, 2020.

CRP is authorized by the Food Security Act of 1985 and
was reauthorized by the Agricultural Improvement Act of
2018 (the 2018 Farm Bill). FSA administers CRP, while other
USDA agencies and partners provide technical support.
Additional information on CRP is available in the FSA fact
sheet, “Conservation Reserve Program.”

SUBMITTING CRP OFFERS

Land that is not currently enrolled in CRP may be offered
for enrollment during the 54th CRP general enrollment
period. In addition, CRP producers whose CRP contracts
expired on Sept.30, 2017, Sept. 30, 2018, Sept. 30,
2019 or are expiring on Sept. 30, 2020, including acres
expiring from certain State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement
(SAFE) practices and the Highly Erodible Lands Initiative
(HELI) contracts may submit offers. To submit CRP offers,
producers must visit their local FSA office. FSA will accept
offers only during the enrollment period.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

To be eligible for CRP enrollment, a producer must have
owned or operated the land for at least 12 months prior
to the end of this CRP enrollment period, unless:

* The new owner acquired the land due to the
previous owner’s death;

* The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure
where the owner exercised a timely right of
redemption in accordance with state law or;

* The circumstance of the acquisition presents
adequate assurance to FSA that the new owner
did not acquire the land for the purpose of placing
itin CRP.

WHAT LAND IS ELIGIBLE?

To be eligible for the CRP general enrollment period,
land must be cropland (including field margins) that
is planted, or considered planted, to an agricultural
commodity four of the six crop years from 2012 to 2017,
and be physically and legally capable of being planted
(no planting restrictions due to an easement or other
legally binding instrument) in a normal manner to an
agricultural commodity. Alfalfa or other multiyear grasses
and legumes grown in a rotation not to exceed 12 years
may also be eligible.

ADDITIONAL CROPLAND REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the eligible land requirements for the CRP
general enrollment period, cropland must meet one of
the following criteria:

* Have a weighted average erosion index of eight or
higher;

* Be expiring CRP acres or;

¢ Be located in a national or state CRP conservation
priority area.

CRP PAYMENTS

general enrollment with annual rental payments and cost
share assistance.

* Rental Payments: In return for establishing long-term,
resource-conserving covers, FSA provides rental
payments to participants. FSA bases rental rates
on the relative productivity of the soils within each
county and the average dryland cash rent subject to
a statutory 85 percent proration. County office staff
working with the producer will calculate the maximum
CRP rental rate for each offer prior to enrollment.
Producers may offer land below the rate to increase
the likelihood that their offer will be accepted.

* Cost-Share Assistance: FSA provides cost-share
assistance to participants who establish approved
cover on eligible cropland. The cost-share assistance
cannot exceed 50 percent of the participant’s costs
to establish approved practices.

RANKING CRP OFFERS

FSA will rank offers for the CRP general enrollment period
according to the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). FSA
collects data (primarily based on location, soils information
and selected conservation practice) and determines the
environmental indices for the land offered.
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FSA ranks each eligible offer in comparison to all other
offers and selects from that ranking. After the enrollment
period ends, the Secretary of Agriculture will decide where
to make the EBI cutoff. Those who have met previous
EBI thresholds are not guaranteed a contract under this
enrollment period. Producers may consult with local FSA
and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) staff on how
to maximize EBI points and increase the likelihood that
their offer will be accepted.

More information on EBI for the 54th CRP enrollment period
is available by reading the FSA fact sheet, “Conservation
Reserve Program Enrollment 54, Environmental Benefits
Index.”

CRP CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT

In addition to the CRP general enrollment period,
producers at any time can participate in CRP continuous
enrollment period, in which producers can enroll the most
environmentally sensitive land. More information on CRP
continuous enrollment is available in the FSA fact sheet,
“Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Sign-Up”.

MORE INFORMATION

This fact sheet is for informational purposes; other
conditions may apply. Consult your local FSA office for
details. For more information, contact your local service
center and USDA Farm Service Agency office: farmers.
gov/service-locator.
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UNID).W Farm Service Agency - CRP Continuous Enroliment
Period Fact Sheet - Dec. 2019

OVERVIEW

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting
offers for specific conservation practices under the
Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Signup.

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a voluntary
program that contracts with agricultural producers so that
environmentally sensitive agricultural land is devoted to
conservation benefits. CRP participants establish long-
term, resource-conserving vegetative species, such as
approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), to control
soil erosion, improve the water quality and enhance wildlife
habitat. In return, FSA provides participants with annual
rental payments and cost-share assistance. Continuous
sign-up enrollment contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

The Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized
CRP.The programiis also governed by regulations published
in 7 CFR, part 1410. The program is implemented by FSA
on behalf of USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation. To
offer land for continuous enrollment, producers should
contact their local FSA office.

Benefits of CRP protects millions of acres of American
topsoil from erosion and is designed to safeguard the
nation’s natural resources. By reducing water runoff and

sedimentation, CRP protects groundwater and helps
improve the condition of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams.
The vegetative covers also make CRP a major contributor to
increased wildlife populations in many parts of the country.

ADMINISTRATION

FSA administers CRP while technical support functions
are provided by:

¢ USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service(NRCS);
e State forestry agencies;
e | ocal soil and water conservation districts; and

* Other non-federal providers of technical assistance
CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive
land devoted to certain conservation practices can be
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive

bidding during specific periods.

TIM HUGHES
605- 280 7276

BotTom LINE WELDING

ON & OFF SITE WELDING SERVICE

Phone: 605-223-2063 1304 N. WALDRON
Fax: 605-223-3181 FORT PIERRE, SD 57532
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

A producer must have owned or operated the land for at
least 12 months prior to submitting the offer, unless:

* The new owner acquired the land due to the previous
owner's death;

* The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure
where the owner exercised a timely right of redemption
in accordance with state law; or

* The circumstances of the acquisition present adequate
assurance to FSA that the new owner did not acquire
theland for the purpose of placing it in CRP.

ELIGIBLE LAND

Land must be cropland that is planted or considered
planted to an agricultural commodity four of the six crop
years from 2012 to 2017 and is physically and legally
capable of being planted (no planting restrictions due
to an easement or other legally binding instrument) in
a normal manner to an agricultural commodity. Certain
marginal pasture land that may be devoted to riparian
buffers, wildlife habitat buffers, or wetland buffers is also
eligible.

ELIGIBLE PRACTICES

Land must be eligible and suitable for any of the following
conservation practices:

® Grass Waterway

e Shallow Water Area for Wildlife

¢ Contour Grass Strip

* Filter Strip

* Riparian Buffer

* Denitrifying Bioreactor on Filter Strip & Riparian Buffer
* Saturated Filter Strip and Riparian Buffer

* Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds

e Wetland & Buffer SAFE Practices

* Wetland Restoration on Floodplain & Non-floodplain
* Prairie Strips

e Windbreaks, Shelter belts and Living Snow Fences

e Marginal Pasture land Wetland Buffer and Wildlife
Habitat Buffers

® Long Leaf Pine Establishment

e Duck Nesting Habitat

¢ Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands
® Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP)

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532
605-223-9762
L RN )

Constructed Wetland
* FWP Aquaculture Wetland Restoration
e FWP Flooded Prairie Wetland
¢ Farmable Wetlands and Farmable Wetland Buffer
¢ Wellhead Protection Area Practices

PAYMENTS

Under CRP continuous sign-up, FSA provides eligible
participants with annual rental payments and cost-share
assistance. A Sign-up Incentive Payment of 32.5 percent
of the first full year annual rental payment is paid at
contract approval on all newly enrolled Continuous CRP
contract acreage. A Practice Incentive Payment of 5
percent is paid for installing the practice.

Annual Rental Payments

® In return for establishing long-term, resource-
conserving covers, FSA provides annual rental
payments at 90 percent of the existing rate to
eligible CRP continuous participants based on per
acre cropland and marginal pasture land rental rates
determined by FSA.

* The per-acre annual rental rate may not exceed the
calculated rate or $300/acre. Producers may elect to
receive a rental rate amount less than the maximum
payment rate.

Cost-Share Assistance

Cost-share of up to 50 percent of the reimbursable cost
of installing the practice is provided by FSA. Cost-share
assistance is not available for any management activity.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about FSA and its programs, visit
fsa.usda.gov or contact your local FSA office.

e

16th Annual Soil Days

&

37th Annual Rangeland
Days

The Hughes County Conservation District will be
sponsoring up to 10 youth registration fees, allowing
them to participate in this awesome opportunity. If
you would like to sign your child up or if you would

like more information.

Please contact Triniti with the HUGHES COUNTY
CONSERVATION DISTRICT (605) 301-3401

iy

June 9 & 10, 2020
Murdo, SD
Hosted by:

Jones County Conservation District
SDSU Extension
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Pre-registration is due by
May 27, 2020
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SI0UX NATION

A OF Fort FPierre
FEED - SEED o ANIMAL HEALTH

P.O. BOX 452 - 504 DEADWOOD
FT. PIERRE, SD 57532

é EHS ) Midwest Cooperatives

Your AGRI-BUSINESs
Pierre

HEADQUARTERS
605-224-5935
Blunt Philip Highmore
605-962-6331 605-859-2501 605-852-2267
Onida Draper Kadoka

605-258-2687  605-669-2601 605-837-2235

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR
oo o GOODFVEAR

+ Belts and Hoses
KELLY M TIRES

+ Shocks and Struts

+ Tune-up

+ Cooling and Brake Systems AGOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®
. #ube, Qi (}haRAg% filter 421 West Sioux Avenue ¢ Pierre

+ Transmission Maintenance

« Air Conditioning (605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

Committed to Agriculture

FIRST DAKOTA

NATIONAL BANK
322 S Couteau Street | Pierre
605-224-5817

Also with locations in Beresford, Chamberlain, Elk Point,

Kimball, Mitchell, Oacoma, Parkston, Salem, Sloux Falls,;

Vermillion, Wagner and Yankton
FlrstDakota com.

FIRST
NATIONAL
BANK

PO Box 850 ¢ Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.
Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender

I MOTOR COMPANY

NEW AND USED VEHICLE SALES - SERVICE
PARTS « COLLISION « DETAIL SHOP

605-224-5912 / 888-232-5687
WWW.BECK-MOTORS.COM

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

\- Printing ¢ Design ¢ Copies

Pierre, SD ¢ 1-877-731-9300

AGRICULTURE
= S 8 ”\L‘,‘\‘.

E . usd

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity )
to help you grow. e/&’

Farm Credit Services
Y SEE FOR YOURSELF BY CALLING 605-224-1678 of America
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Stanley County

I

Hughes and Stanley County Conservation Districts will each be looking for dependable and
reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric applications this spring.
Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine planters, fabric machine applicators and
general laborers. Training is provided. Overtime and bonus’ are available.

Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office located
at 1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103, Pierre, SD. or at the Pierre area Career Center.

Please feel free to call the following numbers for the respective Districts.

Hughes County Stanley County

605-301-3401 Triniti, (Office) 605-220-1840 Mary beth, (Office)
605-280-3021 Doug, (Manager) 605-220-2854 Matt, (Manager)




