HUGHES COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103

Pierre, SD  57501

Minutes

Thursday, May 10Th, 2007
7:00 pm

Call the Meeting to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 7:24 pm.  The following board members were present: Lyle Steward, Brent Pries, and Don Irion.  Office personnel present:  Lowell Noeske, Mike Larson and Brandi Singleton.  Terry Ness and Jim Finley were absent. 
Minutes of February Meeting:  Motion by Pries to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Irion.  Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Irion moved to accept the financial reports as presented.  Pries seconded.  Motion carried.  
Accounts Payable:  The following bills were approved to be paid:  

	Ag Pro Plus
	50.00

	Alltel
	44.05

	Blunt Repair
	122.91

	Capital Journal
	75.00

	CNH Capital
	131.88

	Delta Dental
	29.50

	Michael Larson
	101.81

	Midwest Cooperatives
	1450.17

	Moodie Implement
	171.40

	NRCS
	97.00

	Pierre Solid Waste
	11.18

	Runnings
	475.72

	TMA
	542.08

	Schlachter Lumber Inc
	60.64

	SCCD
	105.47

	Wellmark
	310.55

	Total
	$3,941.81


Old Business:

Tree Report: 170 hand plant orders, 10 left to be picked up. 
Secretary Position: Robin Norman worked through May 2nd, assisting with the tree orders. Board discussed recognizing her for her assistance with a $25 gift certificate. Board unanimously agreed.

Scholarships: Board was asked to present Brittany Starks and Tanner Preuss with the scholarships at Awards Night, however we declined the offer, the awards were presented by the school counselor. We also received a thank you card, from Tanner Preuss.
New Business:
CoCoRAHS Volunteer Weather Network:  Singleton presented, Ruth Beck’s request for district to purchase 12 rain gauges. After discussion, Irion motioned to purchase 17 rain gauges, 12 for Ruth Beck’s cause and an additional 5 for the board members. Pries second. Motion passed.

Insurance Bonds: Sherri Cass was removed from the insurance bonds and Brandi Singleton was added. Singleton reviewed the districts policy with the board.

Health Insurance: Singleton informed the board about the requirement to offer Sherri Cass COBRA insurance, since she was removed from the group policy. Cass was sent a letter stating such and that she would be responsible for paying 100% of the premium. HCCD will be billed for 2 employee plans, Michael Larson & Brandi Singleton, but they we will also be billed for Sherri Cass’ full family premium, in which Cass will be paying the premium prior to the due date. 

Estimate for Audit of Books: Singleton reviewed an estimate she received from Palmer, Currier, & Hoffert for the amount of $2000.00.  She is waiting for more estimates. Irion motioned, to allow Singleton to contract with whomever she finds up to a price of $1000.00. Pries seconded. Motioned passed.

Newsletter: Singleton informed the board that the next newsletter has a planned distribution date of June 1st, 2007. Sherri Cass was selected for the Job Well Done article.

Tree Sale: The annual tree sale in conjunction with the Prairie Potters will be May 17th from 5-8 pm at the tree cooler.  This year’s sale will have more media coverage then before, with a paper ad, radio ads, and it will also be displayed on the Burke Realty sign for 3 days.

QuickBooks Update: Singleton informed board; Intuit the new QuickBooks update has been received and installed. Pam Bergstram is scheduled for a visit to review the update. Singleton is also planning on attending a QuickBooks class offered by Bergstram in late July.

District Manager Report:  Larson has three sites left to plant; he planned on having those completed this week. Larson reported they were experiencing high maintenance and up keep on the Ford Diesel. They had to replace the U Joint, along with several belts.
Field Office Report:  Noeske made the NRCS activity report.  Staff is busy with practice certification and staking.  Two contractors are currently working on conservation projects.
Plans for Review:  No plans for review.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm 
Next meeting will be Thursday, June 14th, 2007 at 7:00 pm.







As approved by the Board,







_________________________________







Lyle Stewart, Chairman







Hughes County Conservation District







