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Medicine Creek Conservation Implementation Project (Phase 1)
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and the Hughes County Conservation District (HCCD) 
have secured targeted Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) funds to treat conservation resource 
concerns in the lower Medicine Creek Watershed. 
This is part of an overall plan for the entire Medicine 
Creek watershed to keep grassland productive and 
reduce the risk of conversion to cropland. As well as 
improve cropland by promoting perennials in rotation 
and integrating livestock to take soil health “to the next 
level”. 
The Lower Medicine Creek watershed is a mixture of 
cropland and grassland. Approximately 27.5% of the 
land is grasslands and 72.5% is cropland. This area 
was chosen as a priority area because of the significant 
grassland presence and the opportunities that brings 
to further soil health practices on cropland as well as 
the opportunity to address a large grassland complex 
and improve multiple resource concerns including water 
quality of Medicine Creek. A focal area within 1 mile of 
Medicine Creek will be established within the project 
area to gain additional water quality benefits.
Most cropland operations within the targeted area 
utilize many conservation minded farming techniques 
including No-Till and a diverse crop rotation. Typical 
organic levels are still higher in native grasslands than 
cropped systems even with good farming practices, 
this shows there are still improvements that can be 
made. Additional improvements could be made by 
incorporating perennial species and livestock into 
cropping systems.
Rangeland is often thought to have healthy soils 
because it is in grassland. Management that reduces 
the plant community and health of the grassland plants 
of the site typically reduces health of the soils on the 
site as well. By improving plant communities, generally 
all other resource concerns including Plant Productivity, 

Soil Health, Habitat for Wildlife and Invertebrates, and 
Production will improve as well. Improving livestock 
water and its distribution as well as managing pasture 
size will allow producers to implement grazing systems 
to improve the plant community as well as other 
resource concerns.
Offsite watering sources as well as improved grazing 
systems will decrease livestock use of Medicine Creek 
which is a direct tributary to the Missouri River. The 
Missouri River is a critical drinking water source and 
recreation waterbody. Livestock use of Medicine Creek 
is a potential source of Water Quality Degradation from 
the physical movement of soil by livestock entering and 
using the Creek to drink as well as degraded vegetation 
on the banks in those areas. Windbreaks to provide 
livestock shelter away from Medicine Creek and its 
tributaries will also improve water quality concerns.
Eligible Core and Supporting practices for this initiative 
include:
Core Practices:
528 Prescribed Grazing
382 Fence (exclusion)
512 Forage and Biomass Planting
327 Conservation Cover
550 Range Seeding
340 Cover Crop
393 Filter Strip
Supporting practices:
516 Pipeline
614 Tank
382 Fence (grazing management)
380 Windbreak
484 Mulching (tree fabric)
490 Tree Site Preparation                continued on page 2

Gold Program5 6 Tree Sample Site - Dr John Ball

9-10 Soil Health School - Mitchell 14 ChokeCherry Apple Butter 15 Country Apricot Tart



Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts   d   Page 2 Page 2   d   Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY	
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Terry Ness, Chair
Lyle Stewart, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jesse Foster, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Mitch Norman, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
AJ Stoeser, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, Resource Unit Conservationist
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist
Kerry Kelly, Soil Conservationist
Christy Jons, Soil Conservation Technician

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Triniti Sowards, HCCD Administrative Secretary
Mary Beth Fravel, SCCD Office Manager
Matt Stoeser, SCCD Field Manager

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts   d   Page 11 

NEW AND USED VEHICLE SALES   SERVICE
PARTS    COLLISION    DETAIL SHOP

6 0 5 - 2 2 4 - 5 9 1 2  /  8 8 8 - 2 3 2 - 5 6 8 7
WWW.BECK-MOTORS.COM

Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

 Dr. Jim Wolf
 Dr. Jeff Ehrenfried
 Dr. Heather Osnes
 Dr. Amanda Specaels

Here at Hughes County Conservation District we 
have temporarily moved out of our offices within 

the USDA Farm services center and have relocated 
our office at our warehouse located at 1830 N 

Table St. in Pierre. Our email address has changed 
also due to this move temporarily to Hughes.

stanleycds@gmail.com please use this email for the 
time being to contact either Doug Or Triniti. 
You may also reach us on our Phones Doug 

(605)280-3021 or Triniti (605)280-6715.
Also, we have rolled out our new website, check it 

out at Hughesconservation.org 
Thank You and be Safe.
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Funds for this program are part of the larger EQIP 
program in South Dakota. Applications are accepted 
on a continuous basis, all applications received 
by the batching date are processed for that years 
funding. The batching date for EQIP is typically in 
the fall or winter. EQIP is a competitive program with 
eligibility requirements and restrictions. More general 

Medicine Creek Conservation Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

113 N77 W 113 N76 W 

 
 

Blunt, SD 
 
 

112 N78 W  
112 N77 W  

112 N76 W 
 

112 N75 W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

111 N78 W  
111 N77 W  

111 N76 W 
 

111 N75 W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

110 N78 W 
Missouri River 

 
 

110 N77 W 
 

110 N76 W 110 N75 W 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legend 

Hughes Co CIS Medicine Phase 1 
 

 
109 N76 W 

 
109 N76 W 

Townships 

Sections 

HWY 14 

information on the EQIP grogram can be found at:  
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/sd/
programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs141p2_036520 . 
For more information contact the NRCS Pierre Field 
Office at 605-224-8870 x3. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, 
and lender
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Farm Service Agency - Conservation Reserve 
Program 

Image Here

Administration
FSA administers CRP while technical support functions 
are provided by:
• USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service

(NRCS);
• State forestry agencies;
• Local soil and water conservation districts; and
• Other non-federal providers of technical assistance

Continuous Enrollment
Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive 
land devoted to certain conservation practices can be 
enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers are automatically 
accepted provided the land and producer meet certain 
eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do 
not exceed the statutory cap. Unlike CRP enrollments 
under general CRP signups or CRP Grasslands, offers 
for continuous enrollment are not subject to competitive 
bidding during specific periods.

If the offered acres are currently enrolled in CRP under 
a CRP contract that expires September 30, then the 
effective start date of the new CRP contract must be the 
following October 1.

If the offered acres are not currently enrolled in CRP, then 
the producer may choose to defer the effective start date of 
the new CRP contract for up to six months after the offer 
is approved. 

Overview
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is  
accepting offers for specific conservation practices under 
the Conservation Reserve Program Continuous Signup. 

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) CRP is a 
voluntary program that contracts with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive agricultural 
land is devoted to conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving 
vegetative species, such as approved grasses or trees 
(known as “covers”), to control soil erosion, improve the 
water quality and enhance wildlife habitat. In return, 
FSA provides participants with annual rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Continuous signup enrollment 
contracts are 10 to 15 years in duration.

The Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, authorized 
CRP. The program is also governed by regulations 
published in 7 CFR, part 1410. The program is 
implemented by FSA on behalf of USDA’s Commodity 
Credit Corporation. To offer land for continuous 
enrollment, producers should contact their local 
FSA office.

Benefits
CRP protects millions of acres of American topsoil from 
erosion and is designed to safeguard the nation’s natural 
resources. By reducing water runoff and sedimentation, 
CRP protects groundwater and helps improve the condition 
of lakes, rivers, ponds and streams. The vegetative covers 
also make CRP a major contributor to increased wildlife 
populations in many parts of the country.

FACT SHEET
December 2019

Conservation Reserve Program – 
Continuous Enrollment Period

1

CED RAMBLINGS
Due to COVID-19 we have all had to change how we 
conduct business.   We have mailed and emailed more 
forms than we ever have before.   If you have unopened 
mail or email from us, please take the time to read them 
and fill out the enclosed or attached forms.  Please return 
the forms as soon as possible to avoid any program 
payment delays. 

CRP MANAGED HAYING
CRP haying or grazing can begin August 2nd, 2020.  If 
you are interested in haying your CRP this year, you need 
to sign up first.  With the new farm bill, we had a few 
changes to the managed haying/grazing provisions.   Most 
contracts can be hayed every third year or grazed every 
other year.  Haying is never authorized before August 2nd, 
even if emergency released. Please contact the office to 
discuss what the options would be on your contract.

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)
Producers must report a Notice of Loss within 15 calendar 
days of the natural disaster occurrence.  
If you plan to use a crop differently than intended; please 
notify the office so those acres can be appraised for APH 
purposes.   Do not do anything until a loss adjustor has 
been out to complete an appraisal.  
Please turn in your 2020 production once you have 
finished harvesting.

CORONAVIRUS FOOD ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (CFAP)
Agricultural producers can now apply for USDA’s 
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), which 
provides direct payments to offset impacts from the 
coronavirus pandemic. The application and a payment 
calculator are now available online at www.farmers.
gov/cfap  and USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) staff 
members are available via phone, fax and online tools to 
help producers complete applications.  The deadline for 
the CFAP program is August 28, 2020.  
Livestock payments will be broken into two different 
categories

•	Livestock owned as of 1/15/2020 and sold between 
1/15/2020 and 4/15/2020.

•	Highest inventory of livestock owned between 
4/16/2020 and 5/14/2020.

Crop payments: (must have ownership and the 2019 

production is subject to price risk)
Eligible Commodities: soybeans, corn (including silage), millet 
(includes hay), oats (includes hay), sorghum (includes hay), 
sunflowers, durum wheat, hard red spring wheat and wool.  
CFAP payments will be based on 2019 grain production 
and was not sold as of January 15, 2020.
      Information needed for the application:          
2019 Total production – include only your share of the 
bushels, and          
2019 Production not priced or sold as of January 15, 2020

MICROLOAN
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm 
ownership microloans, creating a new financing avenue for 
farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans 
are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, 
U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those 
who have small and mid-sized farming operations.
The microloan program has been hugely successful, 
providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling 
over $373 million to producers across the country. 
Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with 
operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, 
equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy 
percent of loans have gone to new farmers.
Now, microloans will be available to also help with 
farm land and building purchases, and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded 
program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate 
loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. 
Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers 
and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA).
To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your local FSA 
office.
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Gold Program
Doug Boes (HCCD Manager), Triniti Sowards (HCCD 
Secretary) and Maria Cota (HCCD Employee) all of whom 
work for the Hughes Co. Conservation District used an 
opportunity to talk to three different groups of children 
at the Stanley County Gold Program on June 18th, 2020. 
HCCD talked to the children about why conservation and 
natural resources is particularly important for the world as 
well as our little portion of it. HCCD showed the children 

the do’s and don’ts on how to plant trees. Like the correct 
depth that you should plant a tree (to the knot which is 
just a little above the top root). The reason that fabric is 
installed, and its purpose for the trees. HCCD also let the 
children practice planting trees. Each child and teacher 
received a bareroot conservation grade South Dakota 
State Tree (Black Hills Spruce) to plant on their own. 

Doug Boes is showing how far you should plant your tree 
& what each part of the tree is called.                          

One of the kids is checking out his new tree. (Teachers 
helped each child measure the height of their tree and 
then wrote the height of their tree onto their bags.)

The kids are learning how deep to dig the hole to plant a 
tree.                                                                          

Boes is showing the kids how determine the Correct 
depth for planting the trees.                     

Boes is asking 
questions and 
answering some 
o f  t h e  k i d ’ s 
questions.             

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532  

605-223-9762



Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts   d   Page 6 

What is wrong with 
these cottonwoods?   
The holes and stippling 
in the leaves are due 
to  feed ing  by  the 
cottonwood leaf beetle.  
This is a common insect 
West River and I have 
seen trees completely 
defoliated by them.  The 
adults are about 5/16-
inch long with yellow wing covers that have several long 
black stripes.  The larvae are black and have a couple 
of white spots on the side.  They begin feeding by only 
on the underside of the leaves but eventually holes are 
created, and leaves can become skeletonized (the leaf 
blade missing except for the major veins). 
What is wrong with this lilac?   
The d isco lorat ion 
of the leaves and 
blackening ends are 
typ ica l  symptoms 
of bacterial blight of 
lilac (Pseudomonas 
syringae).  Infection 
beg ins  as  b rown 
spots that enlarge and 
blacken.  The terminal tips of shoots also blacken as 
seen in the picture.  The best control is to prune out 
the diseased tips to a foot below the symptoms during 
dry weather.
What is wrong with these trees? Can you test for 
herbicide? 
I get many requests 
each  mon th  f r om 
people wanting trees 
tested for herbicide. 
Usually they do not 
know who might have 
done it or what it might 
be, but they just want it 
tested and they send a 
box of leaves. 
 Herbicide drift is an issue in communities surrounding 
by ag land (though we have enough problem with 
homeowners spraying weed-killer in town).  Some 
herbicides are easily carried by even the slightest 
breeze and can move considerable distances.  
But no one has a CSI lab where a sample can be 
dropped in and, within 45-minutes (minus commercial), 
determine the herbicide, whether it will kill the tree, 

and who did it.  It can sometimes take a bit to figure 
out what to test, there are few standards to correlate 
residue to extend of injury, and it can be near impossible 
to determine who did it if the tree owner does not know.  
Knowing who might be responsible for the drift is critical 
to finding what was used, at what rate and when.   
If South Dakotan want to file a pesticide complaint, they 
can do so at: 
https://www.state.sd.us/eforms/secure/eforms/
E2093V1-PesticideComplaint.pdf 
 This form is electronical sent to the South Dakota 
Department of Agriculture Division of Agricultural 
Services, Office of Agronomy Services and they will 
follow up.   
The testing done for samples and calls to the Update 
sometimes do require herbicide analysis as part of 
the diagnosis process.  A good example is this line of 
spruce adjacent to a bean field.  Every spruce in the 
row was presenting the same symptoms - wilting and 
curling shoot tips.  The hackberry in the second row 
had cupped and curled foliage.  These are common 
symptoms of herbicide drift though not only agent 
that can cause them, so testing can be important to 
determine the cause.  
The South Dakota Department of Agriculture and South 
Dakota State University are recipients of Federal funds. 
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department 
of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, age, or disability (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-
W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 7205964 
(voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 
 This publication made possible through a grant from 
the USDA Forest Service.

Samples received-site visits from Dr. John Ball

AmericanBankTrust.net
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Blue-Green Algae and Livestock - Adele Harty
SDSU Extension Cow/Calf Field Specialist 

Additional Authors: Robin Salverson 

With the expanding drought conditions 
across Western South Dakota, there are 
increased concerns about livestock water 
quality. One water quality concern stems 
from the algae blooms on stock dams. 
The predominant question is whether 
the algae presents health concerns for 
livestock. Depending on the type of algae, 
it can be a concern. With warmer temperatures, the 
conditions are right for blue-green algae blooms.

About Blue-Green Algae
Blue-green algae does not look like traditional 
green algae, which typically forms in a mat on 
the surface of the water. Rather it can appear like 
small grains of green sand at the water surface. 
There are different types of blue-green algae that 
have varying appearances. Some may resemble 
spilled paint around the edge of the stock dam, 
some will give the entire water source a pea-green 
appearance, while others will have a teal green 
appearance. Different species of blue-green algae 
contain various toxins, which can poison livestock, 
resulting in rapid death.

Blue-green algae will bloom when weather is hot 
and winds are calm. As the algae begin to die, 
gas is produced in the cells causing the colonies 
to float to the water surface. The wind blows 
the algae blooms to the shorelines resulting in 
their concentration and easy access to livestock. 
Identification of blue-green algae blooms in water 
can be difficult because the blooms appear and 
disappear rapidly.

Livestock Toxicity
Blue-green algae blooms can contain neurotoxins 
(nervous system damage) or hepatotoxins (liver 
damage), depending on the type that is present. 
If water containing blue-green algae is consumed 
by livestock, death will typically occur within 24 
hours or less following ingestion. Cattle, sheep, 
horses and small animals are all susceptible to 
these toxins (and humans!). Due to the rapid 
advancement to death, the observation of clinical 
signs including tremors, paralysis, respiratory 

failure, and diarrhea are 
not often seen. The most 
frequent indicator of toxicity 
from blue-green algae 
is to find a dead animal 
close to the contaminated 
wa te r.  I f  t he  an ima l 
survives initial poisoning, 

photosensitization (sunburn) will be noticeable, 
however the animal will likely die later due to liver 
failure. There is not a standard treatment for blue-
green algae toxicity due to the rapid progression 
to death.

Sampling and Testing
If you suspect that you have lost livestock to blue-
green algae toxicity, work with your veterinarian 
to collect the appropriate samples to confirm or 
deny the blue-green algae toxicity. A complete set 
of tissues (liver, brain, stomach contents) and a 
water sample are needed for diagnosis. The water 
sample should be taken from areas within the 
stock dam where the algae is concentrated. This 
video from Kansas State Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory describes what blue-green algae can 
look like on the dam and how to collect water 
samples. The samples can be submitted to the 
Kansas State Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
for analysis. This lab can test for the presence of 
blue-green algae along with specific toxins.

Management Considerations
The only sure way to prevent blue-green 
algae poisoning is to remove animals from 
contaminated water. Move them to a pasture 
with a water source free of blue-green algae. If 
this is not possible, control access to the dam, 
especially in areas downwind, which is where the 
concentration occurs. Pump water from below the 
surface in the middle of the stock dam to a holding 
tank so that the scum on the top can be avoided.

If you suspect a blue-green algae bloom in your 
stock dam, the first priority is to move the livestock 
to a clean water source and then send samples 
of the water to a lab for analysis.
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FOOD STUDY

The Greater Oahe Action League, a chapter of 
Dakota Rural Action, is conducting a study of 
the central South Dakota foodshed, and would 
like your input. Your feedback will help GOAL 
determine the lay of the land for local food 
production in central South Dakota. It will help 
GOAL work with producers, consumers, retailers, 

local governments, and local organizations to 
find more (and better) ways support the local 
economy through greater access to local food for 
consumers, and greater access to local markets 
for producers. Your participation in the survey is 
essential!

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person who:
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

AmericanBankTrust.net

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOALProducer
 

GOAL Website: http://greateroaheactionleague.org/local-foodshed-study/
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Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.
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PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Gaylord Norman, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Carson Carlisle, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Lowell Noeske, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
Matt McPherson, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Mike Larson, Hughes County District Manager
Shelly O’Daniel, Offi  ce Manager

DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
Jeff Johnson

132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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Cases of Equine Herpesvirus (EHV) 
have been identified across the 
United States. It is imperative that 
horse owners recognize the clinical 
signs of EHV, understand how it 
was transmitted, and especially 
how to prevent the disease.

EHV is a virus that appears in horse 
populations around the nation. 
Two strains of the virus, EHV-1 and 
EHV-4, account for the majority of 
EHV infections. EHV is easily spread among horses through 
close contact. The disease generally manifests itself through 
three syndromes (signs) including respiratory infection 
(“rhinopneumonitis”), abortion, and neurological disease.

Clinical Signs

•        Respiratory infection. Signs may be mild or unapparent 
in horses that have been vaccinated. It is often seen in 
younger horses such as weanlings and its symptoms 
are fever, nasal discharge, cough, and swelling of 
lymph nodes. This syndrome is caused by EHV-4, 
and is commonly followed by a secondary bacterial 
infection.

•     Abortion. Infection with EHV-1 is associated with late 
term abortion (7-11 months of gestation). In rare 
occasions exposed mares may give birth to a live foal. 
However, the foals are often weak have secondary 
bacterial infections and usually only live a few days.

•         Neurological disease. This syndrome is caused by 
EHV-1. Symptoms include incoordination, lameness, 
loss of tail and bladder function and paralysis 
depending on which part of the nervous system is 
affected.

Diagnosis

•  Diagnosis can be difficult and time sensitive. If you 
suspect EHV it is important to enlist the help of your 
veterinarian. Generally nasal swabs or blood samples 
may be collected to test for the virus.

Treatment and Outcome

•  In most cases treatment of is 
supportive, meaning you treat symptoms 
as they arise. Unfortunately the disease 
can progress to the point where 
euthanasia is the only option.

Prevention

•   Vaccinations for both EHV-1 and 
EHV-4 are available; however, they 
do not prevent the neurological signs 
associated with EHV. Initial vaccination 

of foals begins at 3-4 months of age with a booster 4-8 
weeks later. Subsequent boosters are recommended 
every 3-6 months to maintain an adequate level of 
protection. Your local veterinarian should be able 
to help you determine which EHV vaccines to select 
and how often to vaccinate based on the specific 
risk factors for your horse. Horses that are frequently 
traveling and coming into contact with other horses 
should likely receive boosters every 90 days. Pregnant 
mares should be vaccinated with an EHV vaccine that 
is labeled for prevention of equine abortion at 3, 5, 
7, and 9 months of gestation.

•   Additional management practices can help limit the 
risk of EHV on your property. When you have a new 
horse arrive adhere to a strict 3-4 week isolation 
period. If during this time no signs of illness arise 
in the new horse it may be introduced to your herd. 
Try to only attend events where health certification 
and vaccination requirements are enforced. Finally, 
cleanliness and disinfection of trailers, water buckets 
and other equipment will help prevent the spread of 
EHV and other communicable diseases.

More Information

For more information on EHV, please contact Russ Daly 
(Professor, SDSU Extension Veterinarian, State Public Health 
Veterinarian). To report a case of EHV in South Dakota, please 
contact Dr. Dustin Oedekoven (State Veterinarian).

Grass Tetany: When to prepare

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts   d   Page 4 Page 4   d   Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts

Breaking New Ground
Producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before 
breaking out new ground for production purposes, as doing 
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal 
farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for 
land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to 
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure 
the proposed actions meet compliance criteria, such as clearing 
any trees to create new cropland. Then these areas will need 
to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility 
for benefits.  

COC Election Results
Tanner Norman was elected to the Hughes-Stanley County 
Committee for LAA-5 in Stanley County. Wes Parsons was 
elected to the Hughes-Stanley County Committee for LAA-1 
in Hughes County. Both Tanner and Wes will begin serving 

on the committee January 1st. Current COC members are 
Will Hettinger (Hughes), Wes Parsons (Hughes), Jerry Sperry 
(Hughes), Trent Stroup (Stanley), and Tanner Norman (Stanley).

Thank you all for taking part in this election.

Changes to Your Operation
Changing bank accounts or financial institutions will affect 
the direct deposit of your FSA program payments.  Making 
changes to your farming operations, such as membership 
changes or a new joint venture, will affect your payment 
limitation eligibility and FSA program payments. 

If you have purchased/sold land or renewed/lost leases make 
sure you contact the FSA office, so that we can update our 
files as soon as possible.

Please report these and any other operational changes to FSA 
as soon as possible, so our records can be updated prior to 
any 2016 program signups.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) 
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report 
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 

Agency administers this program for USDA. 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased 
or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the 
transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit 
the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up 
to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County 
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in 
real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors 
of these reporting requirements.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To 
file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 
1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay 
voice users).

CRP General Signup
The general CRP signup will end February 26, 2016. If 
you are interested in submitting an offer, please contact the 
FSA office as soon as possible to ensure the paperwork is 
completed prior to the deadline.

NAP
If you have not turned in your 2015 NAP production, please 
do as soon as possible.  Production is needed to calculate 
yields on your NAP crops.  The deadline to purchase a 2016 
NAP insurance policy is March 16, 2016. 

PO Box 850 • Ft. Pierre, SD 57532

605-223-2521
Your One Stop Ag Bank.

Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

Applications for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) are accepted on a continuous 
basis. The cutoff for applications for 2016 funding 
consideration will likely be soon, so producers 
are encouraged to visit their Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) office to get information 
on the program. The CSP program is a voluntary 
conservation program that encourages producers 
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive 
manner by adding new conservation activities to their 
operation, along with maintaining and managing the 
existing conservation activities.

Through CSP, the NRCS will provide financial 
and technical assistance to eligible producers to 
conserve and enhance soil, water, air and related 
natural resources on their land.  Eligible lands 
include cropland, pastureland, rangeland and private 
forestlands.  

CSP contracts are for 5 years. Contracts are capped 
at $40,000 annually and $200,000 for the 5 year term 
($80,000 annually for legal joint operations).

Eligible applicants may include operators who are 
individuals, legal entities or Indian Tribes.   The 
applicants must be operators with USDA eligibility and 
must show control of the land for the full term of the 
CSP contract. The operator must include all eligible 

lands on the operation.

Applicants must include Enhancements (new activities 
to the operation) in their application. Some common 
enhancements include: Nitrification Inhibitors, Drift 
Reducing Nozzles, Filter Strips, Cover Crops, Plant 
Tissue Testing, Precision Application of Nutrients, 
Grazing for Wildlife Management, Monitoring Nutritional 
Status of Livestock, Monitoring Grazing Areas, Rotation 
of Supplement Areas, and many more.

A computerized ranking tool is used for land eligibility.  
Some of the information looked at for the ranking tool 
includes: crop rotations, cover crops, tillage, pest and 
nutrient management activities, grazing rotations, 
livestock water, plant species, presence of wetlands or 
water bodies, buffers  and on farm energy efficiency. 
The computerized ranking tool also determines the 
application ranking and establishes the payments. The 
more conservation oriented your operation, the higher 
it will rank and the greater payments will be. 

For more information, contact the NRCS office at 
(605)224-8870 x3 or stop by the office in Pierre.

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Access Image Here 

Registration Open 
For 2020 Soil 
Health School 

 

The 2020 South Dakota Soil Health Coali-
tion (SDSHC) Soil Health School will be 
held in Mitchell, S.D., on the Stehly Farm 
and at the Highland Conference Center 
(2000 Highland Way). Registration is 
now open for the School which is sched-
uled for August 31-September 2. 
 

Attendees will have an opportunity to 
learn firsthand what practices have 
worked on the Stehly Farm as well as 
neighboring producers the Edinger’s. 
Several test plots provide Soil Health 
School participants with firsthand, field-
based opportunities to learn from soil 
health experts about nutrient manage-
ment, grazing cover crops, manure ap-
plication and cover crop practices. The 
test plots were established by SDSHC 
and South Dakota State University 
(SDSU) on the Stehly Farm and, Chet and 
Charlie Edinger’s farm.  
 

“Our first motivation is always profit,” 
Gene Stehly says. “We are running a 
business. If you look at the result of the 
journey, we started 40 years ago, we 
have soil that is much healthier in every 
way. We can raise more bushels with 
less inputs.” 
 

Class size is limited, register today. 
For a complete agenda and to register 
for the 2020 SDSHC Soil Health School, 
visit www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org and 
click on the Events tab. Or contact Cindy 
Zenk, SDSHC Coordinator at 605-280-
4190 or sdsoilhealth@gmail.com. 

Access Image Here 

2020 Soil Health School, Mitchell, SD 
Newsletter Templates 

Register For 2020 Soil Health School 
To Be Held In Mitchell, SD 

 
 

The 2020 South Dakota Soil Health Coalition 
(SDSHC) Soil Health School will be held in Mitch-
ell, S.D., on the Stehly Farm and at the Highland 
Conference Center (2000 Highland Way).  

Registration is now open for the School which is scheduled for August 31-
September 2. “If you are seriously interested in soil health and all that goes 
into it, this is a very good place to be,” explains Dennis Hoyle, founding 
SDSHC board member and Edmunds County farmer. 

Held in a new location every two years, Hoyle explains the Soil Health 
School is designed to provide applicable, research-based, expert and land-
owner-tested resources and information to producers through on-farm 
demonstrations and classroom sessions. “This is not soil health 101. We 
pack a lot into the school,” says Hoyle, a third-generation farmer who has 
been implementing soil health practices on his farm since 1982. “We figure 
if you are going to invest the time, then we will provide as much infor-
mation as possible.”  

Access Image Here 

Access Image Here 

Visit www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org 
and click on the Events tab or contact 

Cindy Zenk, SDSHC Coordinator at 605-
280-4190 for more information! 

Visit www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org and 
click on the Events tab or contact Cindy 
Zenk, SDSHC Coordinator at 605-280-

4190 for more information! 

Access Image Here 
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Register for 2020 Soil Health School to be Held in Mitchell 
The 2020 South Dakota Soil Health Coalition (SDSHC) Soil Health School will be 
held in Mitchell, S.D., on the Stehly Farm and at the Highland Conference Cen-
ter (2000 Highland Way). Registration is now open for the School which is 
scheduled for August 31-September 2. 

40 years of soil health practices on display  

Four decades ago, economics motivated brothers Craig and Gene Stehly to 
begin implementing soil health-focused farming practices on their Mitchell 
farm. “Our first motivation is always profit,” Gene says. “We are running a 
business. If you look at the result of the journey, we started 40 years ago, we 
have soil that is much healthier in every way. We can raise more bushels with 
less inputs.” 

Wide-row corn & nutrient management test plots  

Since their first organic matter test came back at 2 percent in the 1980s, the brothers’ soil health efforts have re-
sulted in rebuilding organic matter in most fields to between 4 and 5 percent. “It comes down to profitability. If 
you improve organic matter, you’ll get higher yields and more water holding capacity,” explains Craig. “Also, it’s 
about the land as a legacy. If you want your land to remain productive, you need to build organic matter.”  

During the 2020 Soil Health School, attendees will have an opportunity to learn firsthand what practices have 
worked on the Stehly Farm as well as Edinger’s. Several test plots provide Soil Health School participants with 
firsthand, field-based opportunities to learn from soil health experts about nutrient management, grazing cover 
crops, manure application and cover crop practices.  

Wide-row corn: An 8-acre field has been planted to 44-inch corn rows and interseeded with a diverse cover crop 
mix when the corn was V4 stage. The cover crop mix is designed to help cycle the corn stalk residue after 2020 
corn harvest. In 2021, corn will be planted into the cover crop residue. 

Grazing cover crops: Several cover crop plots were planted into a 3-acre parcel of land on the Edinger Farm. De-
veloped for the purpose of livestock grazing, the majority of the plot was planted to a diverse cover crop mix of 
cool and warm season grasses and broadleaves.  

A real-time demonstration, this plot is designed to give participants the opportunity to apply classroom 
knowledge and monitor their results. Based on management goals, such as animal weight gain or wildlife habitat, 
attendees will determine the necessary paddock size, fence the area off and monitor the results throughout the 
Soil Health School.  

Biomass benefits: Participants will see firsthand the amount of biomass produced by different cover crop mixes 
and scenarios as they tour four different cover crop plots. These plots provide insight into what mixes may work 
best depending on a producer’s land and management goals - biomass for livestock grazing or soil cover to mini-
mize weed pressure. 

Herbicide impact: Several individual cover crop plots, featuring diverse plant species, were established by SDSU to 
provide producers with insight into how various herbicides impact specific cover crop species. 

Experts discuss nutrient management and much more 

Livestock manure is one of the quickest ways to build soil organic matter, explains John Lentz, Ag Nutrient Man-
agement Team Leader for Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). “Different from commercial fertilizer, 
livestock manure builds organic matter because it also contains carbon,” Lentz says. During the 2020 Soil Health 
School, Lentz will share how producers can make the most of their livestock manure. He is one of several experts 
invited to lead interactive seminars during the classroom portion of the school. In addition to nutrient manage-
ment, other topics to be covered include microbiology, machinery adaptations, soils, carbon, beneficial insects, 
cover crops and more. 

Access Image Here 
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DOUGLAS.BOES@SD.NACDNET.NET CHELSEA.FISCHER@SD.NACDNET.NET

Machine Tree Planting - $4.95 Rod/Row Machine Application - $11.55 Rod/Row
($.30/foot ) includes trees and planting ($.70/foot ) includes fabric and application
* $200 Minimum Charge * $200 Minimum Charge

4' x300' roll of fabric - $80.00
$2.25 per Bareroot tree 6' x 750' roll of fabric - $215.00
$45.00 per bundle of 25 4' x 4' Squares - $4.00
$4.00 per  stryroplug tree Staples - $.20 each
$18.00 per 1.5 gallon pot 4' Tubes  -  $4.00
$10.00 per Tall bareroot tree
$50.00+ per 5-7' Fruit tree bareroot $75.00/Hour
We will search out special items for you. $100 Minimum Charge
* Must be paid in full at time of pickup

$50.00/Hr< 10 Acres  + Chemical and Surfactant charges

$4.00 per Plug $10.00/Acre > 10 Acres + Chemical and Surfactant charges

$16.00 per 1 gallon pot **Per Ounce Chemical and Surfactant charges are 
calculated at markup % 

***$100 Minimum Charge

DRILL PRICES HUGHES CO.

4 HR RENTAL 8 HRO RENTAL 24HR RENTAL
KASCO DRILL / $140.00 $185.00 $200.00
 /  TRAILER

$75.00 Per Hour with a $150.00 minimum charge. WATER

43,560 Square Ft = Acre 16.5 ft = Rod Row WAGON

Tree Fabric

Mowing / Spraying *plus chemical charge*

PICKUP MOUNTED SPRAYING 
Grasses/Perennials/Flowers

6' ROTOTILLING: 

 4' NO-TILL DRILL or WATER WAGON 

 Grass Seeding - No-Till Drills
*M INIM UM  CHARGE = $300*

Hughes County Conservation Districts
Contact : Doug Boes @ 605-280-3021 or Chelsea Fischer @ 605-301-3401

$75/HR $250.00 $300.00

HERE TO SERVE YOU!

Hand Plant Trees (Bare Roots)

Tree Planting (Tractor/Planter/Operator)

HUGHES COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT!  
WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU, OUR CUSTOMER!  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Contact:  H.C.C.D. MANAGER - Douglas Boes @ Mobile # 605-280-3021 or H.C.C.D. Secretary Triniti Sowards @ Office # 605-301-3401 
                          (Douglas.Boes@SD.NACDNET.NET)                                                        (Triniti.Sowards@USDA.GOV) 

*ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.* 

$120.00 Per Hour with a $240.00 minimum charge.  
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Conservation Tree Watering 
Doug Boes H.C.C.D. Manager 

Tree watering is a key part of tree care and it is difficult to recommend an exact amount due to the varieties of climates. But a few guidelines will help you to water your trees properly. 

 Watering Newly Planted Trees: For new trees, water immediately after you plant a tree. 

 Watering Trees During First Two Years: During the first couple growing seasons, your newly planted tree is expending a lot of energy trying to get its roots established in the soil. 
Especially during the first few summers of your new tree’s life, it will have a difficult time dealing with heat and drought. You can make this easier by providing water and covering 
the soil with either fabric or wood-chip mulch. Deep watering can help speed the root establishment. Deep water consists of keeping the soil moist to a depth that includes all the 
roots. 

 Cedars, Junipers and other conifers: These varieties, if chosen correctly for your soil conditions will normally do exceptionally well but will require extra care in ensuring that the 
tree has enough moisture on a continuous basis. Normally when planted these varieties have numerous leave scales already present on the primary trunk. These leave scales 
although creating an appearance of a very nice sapling can harm the tree during phases of excessive or prolonged heat. The leave scales will continuously transpire moisture 
away from the tree into the environment. Hardwood trees when planted as saplings most times are not affected by this since very few leaf scales have developed on the primary 
trunk of the tree. Ensuring that these conifer trees have consistent watering will drastically improve survivability.  

 How Much Water and When: Not enough water is harmful for the tree but too much water is bad as well. Over-watering is a common tree care mistake. Please note that moist is 
different than soggy, and you can judge this by feel. A damp soil that dries for a short period will allow adequate oxygen to permeate the soil. 

As general rule, your soil should be moist. Usually 30 seconds with a steady stream of water from a garden hose w/ a diffuser nozzle per tree seedling is sufficient. Fabric is key in 
retaining moisture in the soil. 

You can check soil moisture by using a garden trowel and inserting it into the ground to a depth of 2", and then move the blade of the trowel back and forth to create a small narrow 
trench. Then use your finger to touch the soil. If it is moist to the touch, then they do not need water. 

After your tree has been established in your yard for two years the roots will be established. This will allow your tree to withstand a wider range of water conditions including on its own 
because it has a proper root structure. 
* https://www.arborday.org/trees/tips/watering.cfm,  
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       Hughes and Stanley County Conservation Districts will each be looking for 
dependable and reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric 
applications this spring.  Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine 
planters, fabric machine applicators and general laborers.  Training is provided.  
Overtime and bonus’ are available.   
        Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office 
located at 1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103, Pierre, SD. or at the Pierre area Career 
Center. 
 

Please feel free to call the following numbers for the respective Districts. 
 

 

605-301-3401 Triniti, (Office)                      605-220-1840 Mary beth, (Office) 

605-280-3021 Doug, (Manager)                      605-220-2854 Matt, (Manager) 

 

                                                                                                                                                        
Contact Mary Beth Fravel 220-1840      Contact Matt Stoeser 220-2854

Tree Planting tractor/planter/operator
machine $.20/ft plus cost of trees
$250 minimum charge

Hand Plant trees
$2.25 per tree
$45 per bundle of 25
$4.00 styroplug tree
$16 per #300 pot $18 per #400 pot
Can special order many items see
brochure. All items must be paid when 
ordered! No returns

Mowing
Rental $300 per day $200 to deliver
SCCD mowing $15 per acre $200 site
fee + minimum charge $250

Spraying by SCCD
$10 per acre plus $200 site fee
chemical not included

Tree Fabric
$.70 per ft for application and fabric
site fee $200 + minimum charge $250
4’ x 300 roll $80     Staples $.20 ea
6’ x 750’ roll $220

Stanley County Conservation District
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FROM SPRAYING TO DRILLING AND 
FERTALIZING. WE CAN SUPPLY YOU WITH 

ANYTHING YOU MAY NEED FROM A 4’ DRILL 
THAT YOU CAN RENT AND PULL WITH A UTV 

TO THE FULL FLEDGED TRACTOR/OPERATOR 
AND 15” NOTILL DRILLS GIVE US A CALL!  605-

224-1694 Ext. 3

WE ALSO NOW HAVE 
AVAILABLE A 4’ FABRIC 
LAYING MACHINE, THAT 
YOU CAN LEASE FOR 
$50 PER DAY WHEN 

PURCHASING OUR 4” 
FABRIC…..

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

GRAHAM
YOUR TIRE STORE NEXT DOOR

• Computerized Alignments
• Batteries   
• Belts and Hoses
• Shocks and Struts 
• Tune-up
• Cooling and Brake Systems
• Lube, Oil Change, Filter
• Transmission Maintenance
• Air Conditioning

421 West Sioux Avenue • Pierre

(605) 224-8643 1-800-529-0251

A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE®

 
For all your future & commodity needs 

34 E. Main Ave  *  Ft. Pierre 

Pat Durkin, IB      Mike Finley, AP 

Pierre
605-224-5935

Midwest Cooperatives

Onida
605-258-2687

Highmore
605-852-2267

Blunt
605-962-6331

Philip
605-859-2501

Draper
605-669-2601

Kadoka
605-837-2235

YOUR AGRI-BUSINESS 
HEADQUARTERS

jennifer.johnson2&chsinc.com

Return Service Requested
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We received one “critter” sample, an insect that 
appears to be a leaf-footed bug (the name comes from 
the flattened, leaf-like flare to the back legs. These 
insects (Hemiptera: Coreidae) feed on fruits and seeds 
of a wide range of plants including conifers. They 
prefer the warmth of a home during the winter and 
can be found walking on the windows during sunny 
days. They are not a threat in the home but can be 
somewhat of a

nuisance. They can be collected and thrown outside 
to find another home (or freeze). However, they can 
emit a foul odor when crushed so “catch and release” 
not crush.

1335 Western Ave | Brookings, SD 57006 
millbornseeds.com

Jason Tronbak  jasonT@millbornseeds.com

      Conservation Specialist 
            OfÞce 888.498.7333 | Mobile 605.212.7920

1223 Sale Barn Road
Fort Pierre, SD 57532  

605-223-9762
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.

Page 2      Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY 
Hughes County Board of Supervisors
Lyle Stewart, Chair
Terry Ness, Vice Chair
Brent Pries, Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Finley, Supervisor
Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Gaylord Norman, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Carson Carlisle, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Lowell Noeske, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
Matt McPherson, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Mike Larson, Hughes County District Manager
Shelly O’Daniel, Offi  ce Manager

DAM BUILDING & REPAIR
Jeff Johnson

132 Grey 
Goose Road

Pierre, SD

 605-224-6255 • 605-222-1122

Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678

LET US HELP YOU WITH ALL OF YOUR FOODPLOT NEEDS, 

Hughes and Stanley Counties Conservation Districts
1717 North Lincoln Avenue, Suite 103
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3109

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Pierre, SD 57501

Permit No. 35

Proven the #1 most tested, #1 most 
effective, and #1 longest lasting animal 
repellents you can buy. Plantskydd offers 
superior plant protection against: Deer, Elk, Moose, 
Rabbit, Hares, Voles, Squirrels, Chipmunks, 
Mountain Beaver, Nutria, Opossum and other 
herbivores.

Plantskydd works by emitting an odor that animals 
associate with predator activity. Research has 

proven that odor-based repellents (Plantskydd) are more effective than other repellent systems; where the animal needs 
to taste treated plants before being repelled. Animals avoid plants before they bite—not after!

Its long-term effectiveness is attributable to the tenacity of its 100% natural, vegetable oil binder in sticking to plants — 
even under severe snow/rainfall conditions: up to 6 months over winter, 3-4 months in summer.

Is Plantskydd safe to use?
Yes! Made in the U.S.A. Pronounced: plant-skid, it contains no synthetic additives, is non-toxic, and is not harmful to 
animals or the environment. Plantskydd is Swedish  for ‘plant-protection,’ where it was first developed to protect its vast 
tree plantations from browsing by deer, rabbits and moose—while also adhering  to its strict environmental laws. It is 
equally effective protecting ornamentals, shrubs, and food crops.

Can I use Plantskydd on my vegetable garden?
Yes! Plantskydd is safe for use in protecting vegetables, legumes, fruit and other food crops from animal browse damage

OMRI listed ORGANIC
Plantskydd—the first animal repellent OMRI Listed by the Organic Materials Review Institute as suitable for use in the 
production of organic food and is USDA approved for organic gardening.

Why does Plantskydd work so well?
“Plantskydd repels by emitting an odor browsing animals associate with predator activity—stimulating a fear-based response 
that will have garden feeders looking for somewhere else to dine.

Research* has proven odor based repellents are more effective than other repellent systems. Animals avoid plants before 
they bite—not after!

Will Plantskydd® work in areas with heavy rainfall / snow?
Plantskydd repellents are long lasting, even in wet weather. Plantskydd will last up to 6 months on dormant plants 
overwinter, and 3-4 months during the active growing season.

Contact us to get your Plantskydd today or if you have questions.
605-224-1694 Ext. 3
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6’ Rototiller Service – We now offer rototilling to our 
customers at a charge of $75/ Hr. with a $150 
minimum charge.  

 

                                                                                                                                                      
1000 Gal. water tank available to lease to our 
customers at a charge of $75/ Hr. with a $150 
Minimum charge. 
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 4’ Kasko No-Till Drill available to lease to our                           
………………………………………………………………………………..customers at Half-Day or Full-Day rates. 

RENTAL SERVICES

Contact: 
Doug Boes 280-3021

DOUGLAS.BOES@SD.NACNET.NET

Renee Ryckman @ 224-1694 Ext 3
Renee.Ryckman@SD.NACDNET.NET
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FOOD STUDY

The Greater Oahe Action League, a chapter of 
Dakota Rural Action, is conducting a study of 
the central South Dakota foodshed, and would 
like your input. Your feedback will help GOAL 
determine the lay of the land for local food 
production in central South Dakota. It will help 
GOAL work with producers, consumers, retailers, 

local governments, and local organizations to 
find more (and better) ways support the local 
economy through greater access to local food for 
consumers, and greater access to local markets 
for producers. Your participation in the survey is 
essential!

Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to 
establish and operate agricultural income-producing 
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other 
agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and 
operated with the help of the organization advisor, 
produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide 
the youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 

operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the youth loan applicant, along with 
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and 
processing the application forms.

Beginning Farmer Loans
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants 
through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines 
a beginning farmer as a person who:
• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm

• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 
training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

AmericanBankTrust.net

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOALProducer
 

GOAL Website: http://greateroaheactionleague.org/local-foodshed-study/
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Order Trees Now!!
TREES SEEDLINGS 
AS LOW AS $2.00 
EACH.  MACHINE 
TREE PLANTING 

WITH FABRIC 
INSTALLATION 
FOR EVERYONE 

IS $1.00 PER FOOT.  
HAVE NUMEROUS 

LENGTHS AND ROLLS OF WEED 
BARRIER FABRIC STARTING 

AS LOW AS $0.25 PER SQUARE 
FOOT AVAILABLE, AND TREE 

PROTECTORS FOR ONLY $4.00!
 contact the Hughes and Stanley 
County Conservation Districts at 

605-224-1694, ext. 3 or fill out the 
order form in this newsletter and fax! 
Go to http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/trees/
handbook.htm to view trees we may 

have available!!
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Lyle Stewart, Chair
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Darrell Metzinger, Supervisor

Stanley County Board of Supervisors
Bob Stoeser, Chair
Carson Carlisle, Vice Chair
Don Sandal, Secretary-Treasurer
Rick Hall, Supervisor
Gaylord Norman, Supervisor

NRCS Personnel
Dillon Blaha, District Conservationist
Nick Hanna, Soil Resource Conservation Tech.
April Boltjes, Soil Conservationist

District Personnel
Doug Boes, Hughes County District Manager
Renee Keyser Ryckman, Secretary

Office: (605) 224-8707        Fax: (605) 224-4449
Email: taa@midconetwork.com

3341 Airport Road, Pierre, SD 57501

Vern Armstrong
Owner

Bob Gilkerson 
Agent

Angie Peterman 
Office Administrator

Phone: 605-875-3278
Toll Free: 1-800-626-1554

For all your grain needs.
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Persons interested in ordering hand 
plants. The earlier a tree order is placed, 

the better chance you have of getting 
your specie of choice.  Fill out the hand 

plant Order Form enclosed in 
this newsletter and return it to the 

address shown on the form, 
or call Shelly at 605-224-1694, ext 3.

Now is also the time to make plans for 
machine planting.  If you are considering 

development of a CRP tree planting, don’t wait.  It takes 
a great deal of time to complete the contract process.
For more information on developing a tree shelterbelt, 

contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678
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contact NRCS staff at 605-224-1694, ext. 3.

Order Trees Now!!

Curt Merriman
Printing, Inc

Pierre, SD • 1-877-731-9300
Printing • Design • Copies

Farm Credit Services of America is built for
today's agriculture. Along with specialized
products and services that give you an edge,
we have the financial strength and capacity
to help you grow.

see for yourself by calling 605-224-1678

Triniti Sowards @ (605) 301-3401 
Triniti.Sowards@usda.gov

6’ Rototiller Service - We now
offer rototilling to our customers

at a charge of $120/ Hr. with a $240 
minimum charge.

Chokecherry Apple Butter
INGREDIENTS
  ● 2 cups of chokecherry pulp
  ● 5 cups of sugar
  ● 4 cups of apple pulp
  ● 1/2 tsp almond extract
  ● Medium sieve
     
Preparation: 
● Boil the fruits until 

thoroughly cooked and 
ready to be pulped. There is 
no need to add anything while boiling, just 
sufficient amount of water will do the job.

● Put both the fruits through the medium sieve 
to get the pulp.

● Now, put the mixture on the stove and heat 
to a boil. Keep stirring constantly to avoid 
scorching.

https://tastessence.com/chokecherry-recipes

● After the first boil, add 5 cups 
of sugar and stir until sugar gets 
dissolved completely.
● When the mixture starts becoming 

thicker, add ½ teaspoon almond 
extract and give it a good mix.

● Put it in a sterilized jar, wipe the 
rims and seal the jar with a lid.

●	Process it in hot water for just 8-10 
minutes and let it cool down slowly.

●	Your chokecherry apple butter is 
ready to serve. You can have 8 cups 
of chokecherry apple butter.

As a variation you can use any other fruit in 
combination with chokecherry, or just make 
only chokecherry butter the same way. An extra 
element in this recipe will be use of lemon juice. 
Juice of ½ a lemon should be added after adding 
sugar.
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Country Apricot Tart
Active: 30 mins Total: 1 hr 40 mins Servings: 8

Ingredients
Crust
• 3/4 cup flour
• 1/3 cup cornmeal
• 2 tablespoons granulated sugar
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/8 teaspoon salt
• 3 tablespoons butter or margarine, divided
• 4-5 tablespoons cold fat-free milk, divided

Filling
• ‘1/3 cup granulated sugar
• 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
• 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg or ground cinnamon
• 3 cups sliced, pitted apricots or 3 cups frozen, unsweetened peach slices, thawed 

(do not drain)
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice
• 2 teaspoons fat-free milk

Directions
• Grease and lightly flour a large baking sheet; set aside.
• For the crust, stir together 3/4 cup flour, the cornmeal, 2 tablespoons sugar, the 

baking powder, and salt in a medium bowl. Cut in butter or margarine until the size of 
small peas. Sprinkle 1 tablespoon of the cold milk over the mixture; gently toss with 
a fork. Add 3 to 4 tablespoons more of the cold milk, 1 tablespoon at a time, until the 
dough is moistened (dough will be crumbly). Turn out onto a lightly floured surface 
and knead 7 to 8 times or just until the dough clings together. Form the dough into a 
ball and flatten onto the baking sheet. Roll into a 12-inch circle; set aside.

• For the filling, stir together 1/3 cup sugar, 3 tablespoons flour, and the nutmeg (or 
cinnamon) in a bowl. Stir in the apricots (or peaches) and lemon juice. Mound the 
filling in the center of the crust, leaving a 2-inch border. Fold the border up over the 
filling. Brush the top and sides of the crust with the 2 teaspoons milk.

• Bake in a 375 degrees F oven for about 40 minutes or until the crust is golden and 
the filling is bubbly. To prevent overbrowning, cover the edge of the crust with foil for 
the last 10 to 15 minutes of baking. Cool the tart for 30 minutes on the baking sheet 
on a wire rack before serving.

www.eatingwell.com/recipe/272210
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       Hughes and Stanley County Conservation Districts will each be looking for 
dependable and reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric 
applications this spring.  Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine 
planters, fabric machine applicators and general laborers.  Training is provided.  
Overtime and bonus’ are available.   
        Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office 
located at 1717 N Lincoln Ave, Suite 103, Pierre, SD. or at the Pierre area Career 
Center. 
 

Please feel free to call the following numbers for the respective Districts. 
 

 

605-301-3401 Triniti, (Office)                      605-220-1840 Mary beth, (Office) 

605-280-3021 Doug, (Manager)                      605-220-2854 Matt, (Manager) 
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reliable individuals to assist with the planting of trees and fabric applications this spring.  

Positions are available for tractor drivers, machine planters, fabric machine applicators and 
general laborers.  Training is provided.  Overtime and bonus’ are available.  

        Applications are available at the Hughes County Conservation District office located 
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